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Musician Profile: Flutist and GPFS Member David Griffith and an

Introduction to VoxaNova Trio

By BJ Nicoletti

VoxaNova Trio plays light-

Jazz and Bossa Nova
emphasizing beautiful
melodies, lush harmonies,
exotic rhythms, and original
arrangements. Enjoy an
evening of creative music in
a relaxed setting with Dave,
Steve, and Al.

Dave Griffith: alto flute
Steve Funk: baritone quitar

Al Martin: percussion &
flute

Voxanova Trio will be one of the GPFS member
performers for the 39" Annual GPFS Flute Fair this
April 23, 2023. The event is at Clackamas
Community College in Oregon City. Learn more and
stay tuned to register at: https://gpfs.org/Flute-Fair

Tell us a little bit about yourself.

David describes himself as primarily a jazz musician. He plays the
alto and C-flutes and has been a member of GPFS for many years.
He recently retired from a decades-long career in Information
Technology and management. He worked for Disney, Fred Meyer,
Nike and the State of Oregon.

On the topic of flute, he describes himself as largely “self-taught
and not from a traditional flute or musical background.” As a child
he played the trumpet and then took up the flute in his senior year
after he busted his lips and couldn’t play the trumpet any longer.
The legacy rock artist and flutist Jethro Tull was very popular at that
time in his life so he was “naturally drawn in.” He used a flute he
bought from “a guy on the street” who just happened to be hanging
about hocking a flute — for $20! One might say this sounds a bit like
destiny in full force. He took that flute to college soon after and
“drove the roommates crazy.” Since retirement, he has enjoyed
playing with his group VoxaNova Trio and some mates at church.

He has also been busy studying music theory.

(continued on next page — what inspires David, who he has
studied with, what flutes he plays and more on VoxaNova)

The Portland Piper — February, 2023
Page 1 of 6



https://gpfs.org/Flute-Fair

What has inspired your playing?

From early on, David has been inspired by the sounds of Jethro Tull and Rahsson Roland Kirk.

“Back in that day, I listened to FM not AM channels and I would go into the record store. I really

dug into flute playing.” Over time, he became attracted to Hubert Laws and Joe Farrell (sax and

flute). Joe was on the first two Chick Corea albums. “They had a tone and articulation that resonated
with me, more fullness, clarity, richness.” Both of these musicians inspired David to pursue a more
traditional sound. Henceforth, he was “hooked on the sound of flute and jazz.” For many years,
David played trumpet, sax and flute, but he eventually gave up trumpet and is now 95% flute and

some Sax.

Who have you studied with?

David is cleatly an avid and independent learner of the flute and jazz music. He did take a few

lessons with the Portland-based and famed flutists Cheryl Alex and John Savage and studied some

jazz theory with Catarina Martin.

David has quite a list of his favorite jazz musicians, particularly jazz flutists. We’ll be

sharing more of his listening recommendations down the road!

Who do you play with now?

David primarily plays with the VoxaNova Trio. He also plays at his church with musicians of a
similar background - a piano, bass and guitar player. They call themselves “Kind of Gray.” These
guys also enjoy getting together to just plan and “coach each other a little bit.” I also played with

Gentle Rain for a few years.

Tell us more about Voxanova.

“We started in the mid-90’s. The group was co-founded by David and Steve Funk who David
describes as the real inspiration for the group. He is an extraordinary guitar player and into
composition.” Al Martin is the other musician in Voxanova joined around 2001. He is a flutist and
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percussionist from the LA area. The group played until 2007. In 2002, they recorded two CD’s -
Vista Del Mar and a holiday CD (different bass and percussionists than now). These are distributed
through CD Baby. I listened to both through Apple Music. The group recently got together again!
Their sound is similar to the past Voxanova sound but now about 85% of the songs they play are
new originals by Steve and David. Steve is inspired by David’s melodies and sound. There is “good
chemistry” between them. They are now doing more for guitar and two flutes. Steve on guitar, on

alto flute and Al on the C-flute.

What flutes do you play on?

David plays on two Miyazawa flutes — one with a heavier wall than the other. He has been playing
the alto flute since 1972 and has a Gemeinhardt alto with a solid silver head. This year he also
bought the Trevor James copper alloy alto. He also has Pearl closed hole flute he uses for playing in

some outdoor settings.

What gigs have you played recently?

Al and David played at the Woodburn Outlet Mall for Christmas. Their first formal gig back as

Voxanova Trio happened this past January 29" when they plaved at the Cork Screw Wine Bar.
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GPFS 2022-2023 Program Sponsors

The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your
appreciation by giving them your patronage.

/’% Brannen Brothers
/ Flutemakers, Inc.

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc.
58 Dragon Court
Woburn, MA 01801-1014
781-935-9522, brannen(@brannenflutes.com

W .
( \;; anter Flute Repair

Darren Cook & Molly Duggan

Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified
JS Engineering Gold Pads

971-266-4096 canterfluterepair.com

Canter Flute Repair
Flute Repair Specialists
Beaverton, OR
Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified
JS Engineering Gold Pads
971-266-4096

Carolyn Nussbaum I

ey L~ ‘ -
?’\ -, @

# com
www.flutedu.com

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company
625 Digital Drive, Ste 300
Plano, TX 75075
972-985-2662, 877-FLUTEAU (toll free)
info@flute4u.com

Watch video

FLUTE
CENTER

NEW YORK

The World’s Most Exclusive
Marketplace for Flutes

www.flutesdsale.com

Flute Center of New York

307 7t Ave. #401
New York, NY 10001
212-307-9737, info@flutecenter.com
Watch video
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ashTD0kCzNE
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
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https://app.salesforceiq.com/r?target=624486997d240f22fb8a10a6&t=AFwhZf1P7YZh6za28CHMjpx8zGGWAAu9i-jtk1xcy3DaZOhG5nI_ovX7KSnSpXa6djZHRLncAXfKNMaVFTI-0abN1uCAnzDt8g813zFJJTK8OQX1afH196rv_NK-vu9Py0xD4ZbbnhsT&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHC-7fjrVcso

GPFS 2022-2023 Program Sponsors

The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your
appreciation by giving them your patronage.

SEATTLE

Keefe Piccolo Company

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LI.C http://www.keefepiccolo.com/
Facebook Page 54 Church Street
781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com Winchester, MA 01890
By appointment only 781-369-1626
Watch video jim@keefepiccolo.com

TED
BROWN
MUSIC

Ted Brown Music
6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd
Tacoma, WA 98409
800-562-8938
253-272-3211
sales@tedbrownmusic.com

The Portland Piper — February, 2023
Page 5 of 6



https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fluteworksseattle/?ref=page_internal
mailto:fluteworks@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/BgWCvqB92CU
http://www.keefepiccolo.com/
mailto:jim@keefepiccolo.com
https://www.tedbrownmusic.com/
mailto:sales@tedbrownmusic.com

GPFS 2022-2023 Commercial Members

The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your
appreciation by giving them your patronage.

burkart

Burkart
2 Shaker Road, #D107
Shitley, MA 01464
978-425-4500

burkart.com/contact w
Miyazawa - USA

1214 5th Street, Coralville, IA 52241
1-800-967-6733
info@mivazawa.com

MIYAZAWA

WINDSMITH MUSIC

Prafessional Woodwind Repair

¢ /Arw'y (\///

Professional Woodwind Repair
Straubinger Certified
Flute & Double Reed Specialist

Dealer of Fine Flutes

Sherry I.ee Dealer of Fine Flutes
678 Sperber Lane

119 Neabeack Hill Dr, Philomath, OR 97370 J i 1
Contact: Katie Cooper, 541-760-8865 Grand Junction, CO 81506
katie@windsmithmusic.com 970-242-9364

By appointment onl sherrysflutes@gmail.com

N
Flute\Vorld %S

ORIGON ARTS
COMMISSION

business, .
oresln

Flute World
29920 Orchard Lake Rd. GPES is also a proud and grateful recipient of
Farmington Hills, MT 48334 an Oregon Arts Commission grant — 2022.

248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com
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