Flute in Brazil: Exploring the integration of classical and popular compositions with the
most prominent flute genre in Brazil, the Choro.

Brazil History Background

e Portuguese Monarchy (1807-1822)

e Brazil’'s monarchy independence declared by Don Pedro | on September 7%,
1822.

e Don Peter | abdicates the throne and his 5 year-old son Don Peter Il will reign
from 1822-1889), officially ruling from 1831.

e Princess Isabel abolishes slavery May 13, 1889

e 15 of November 1889, Deodoro da Fonseca proclaims Brazil as a Republic.

Princess Isabel Golden Law is the mark for a major change in Brazil’s history and the
beginning of a rapid integration of several races, in which defines the development of

several music genres in Brazil, being Choro the basis of many genres.

Classical Brazilian Composers

Composers like Heitor Villa- Lobos (1887-1959), Francisco Mignone (1897-1986), Mozart
Camargo Guarnieri 1907-1993), Luciano Gallet (1893-1931, Oscar Lorenzo Fernandez
(1897-1948), Radamés Gnattali (1906 —1988), César Guerra-Peixe (1914- 1993), Osvaldo
Lacerda (1927-2011) researched Brazilian folk genres to apply into classical music.
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Em Duas Flautas (1986) César Guerra-Peixe (1914- 1993)

1.Prelude

2.Valsinha (Waltz)

3. Afro Sofisticado (Sophisticated Afro)

4. Cantiga (Song)

5. Frevo (Brazilian genre from Northeast Brazil that originated as a Carnival march
explored in the early 20th century).



Example of Frevo Rhythm:

Traditional orchestration
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Baido Caraivana (2012). Douglas Lora (b.1978)

Baiao is also a genre from the Northeast played by a base drum, accordion and a solo
instrument or voice. It is played in the streets of Northeast Brazil and it is also known to
be the base rhythm for Repente (“sudden music”), an improvised song. A famous baiao
composer was Luiz Gonzaga who popularized the genre in the 1950s.

Example of Baido rhythm:

Example A
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Choro is the combination of European music genres such as polka, waltz and mazurka
with the African rhythms lundu and batuque. It was highly disseminated in the 19t
century by flutist Joaquim Antonio da Silva Callado and globalized by Alfredo da Rocha
Viana Filho, known as Pixinguinha (1897-1973) .

Example of Choro Rhythm:

A Basic Choro Rhythm Pattern
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Segura Ele (1948) -  Pixinguinha (1897-1973) and Benedito Lacerda (1903-1958)
Noites Cariocas (1957) Jacob do Bandolim (1918-1969)

Carinhoso (1917) Pixinguinha (1897-1973)
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