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2022 GPFS Young Artist Competition Winners 

 

• GPFS would like to thank everyone who helped with the Young Artist Competition.  

• A special thanks to our amazing adjudicators, Phyllis Louke, Dr. Sydney Carlson, Alicia DiDonato 

Paulsen, and Dr. Jacqueline Cordova-Arrington. As competition judges they took time to give 

detailed comments to every entering participant.  

• We extend another thank you to Dr. Sydney Carlson and Amelia Lukas for their time in providing a 

lesson for the 2nd place winners.  

• We congratulate each of the 13 participants for their hard work and wonderful videos. The 

adjudicators were so pleased!  

• Thank you to Alicia Rasmussen and Hear No Evil for their donation to the 2022 Young Artist 

Competition. Such donations help GPFS support the costs associated with such events such as prize 

awards and paying pianist collaborators. 

• The GPFS Young Artist Competition occurs annually with the release of the application in early 

February. Watch for communication about next year’s competition. 

• Lastly, a big congratulations to our winners! Learn a little bit about them below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“Music enhances the education of our youth 

by helping them to make connections and 

broadening the depth with which they think 

and feel. If we are to hope for a society of 

culturally literate people, music must be a 

vital part of our children’s education.”  

Yo-Yo Ma 
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Junior Division Winners 

 

FIRST PLACE: Talia Mesecar started playing flute in the 5th 

grade, as well as taking lessons with Sandy Norman. She is in the 8th 

grade at Whiteaker Middle School where she participates in her 

school band. For two years Talia has a part of the Salem Youth 

Philharmonia. In 2021, Talia won the Young Artist Competition and 

was the MTNA Northwest Junior Division winner in the woodwind 

category. In January of this year, she was selected to be in the Allstate 

Middle school ensemble. Besides her love for music Talia enjoys 

being outside and drawing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND PLACE: Jamie Chen is an eighth 

grader at Leslie Middle School. She has been 

playing flute with her teacher, Sandy Norman, for 

5 years. Besides playing flute, she enjoys playing 

violin, piano, singing, and spending time with her 

friends and family. She has participated in the 

Oregon MTNA Junior Competition and twice in 

the GPFS Young Artist Competition. Flute is a 

very important part of her life, and she looks 

forward to learning and playing more in the future. 
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Senior Division Winners 

 

FIRST PLACE 

Victor Ceja is a junior at McNary High School in Keizer, Oregon, 

where he plays with the wind ensemble, symphony, and the marching 

band. He is principal flute with Salem Youth Symphony and was 

selected for the 2022 OMEA All-State Orchestra; he was previously 

principal flute of the OMEA All-State Wind Symphony and was named 

alternate in the 2021 MTNA state woodwind soloist 

competition.  Victor is a member of the GPFS and studies with Sandy 

Duffy Norman. He continues to seek challenges and opportunities to 

play and hopes to continue flute beyond high school. 

 

 

 

 

SECOND PLACE 

Diego Fernandez is a young flutist in Salem, Oregon currently 

attending South Salem High School as a Junior. Starting flute in the 

6th grade, his first teacher was his band director at Stephens Middle 

school in 2016 and later the director at Leslie Middle School in 2017. 

In 8th grade, he began to study with Dr. Abigail Sperling from 

Linfield College in 2018. Diego won 2nd place in the 2018 Greater 

Portland Flute Society, 1st chair in the 2018 Salem/Keizer’s All-City 

Honor Band, District Winner in the 2021 Solo and Ensemble festival, 

was a featured soloist with the Central Oregon Symphony, and won 2nd place in the GPFS Young 

Artist Competition 2022. Diego is also a 2022 Young Artist Ambassador at All Classical Portland. In 

2021, he began to study with Martha Long from the Oregon Symphony as he prepares for college 

auditions in the Fall of 2022. Currently he serves as the 2nd flute and piccolo of the Portland Youth 

Philharmonic Orchestra, and principal flute in both the South Salem Wind Ensemble and South 

Salem Symphony. He gives regular performances at senior homes and retirement centers whenever 

he can. Along with the flute, Diego also enjoys reading about wolves and working part time at TJ-

Maxx. 
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Sponsors & Commercial Members 

 

 

GPFS acknowledges with gratitude the many years of support from our 

Sponsors and Commercial Members. It is because of their excellence that 

the GPFS mission can excel and celebrate our 44th year of extraordinary 

programming for the greater Portland area, including hosting visiting artists 

and local events, student study grants and a range of other resources for 

members and the community of flutists at large. 

 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 

58 Dragon Court 

Woburn, MA 01801-1014 

781-935-9522, brannen@brannenflutes.com  

 

 
 

Canter Flute Repair  

Flute Repair Specialists 

Beaverton, OR 

Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified 

JS Engineering Gold Pads 

 971-266-4096 

https://gpfs.org/Commercial-Membership
https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 

625 Digital Drive, Ste 300 

Plano, TX 75075 

972-985-2662, 877-FLUTE4U (toll free) 

info@flute4u.com  

Watch video 

 

 

 
 

Flute Center of New York 

 

307 7th Ave. #401 

New York, NY 10001 

212-307-9737, info@flutecenter.com  

Watch video 

 

 

 
 

 

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LLC 

Facebook Page 

781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com 

By appointment only  

Watch video 

 

 

 
 

 

68 Nonset Path, Acton, MA 01720 

978-268-0600 

www.wmshaynes.com 

 

 

http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ashTD0kCzNE
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/info@flutecenter.com 
https://app.salesforceiq.com/r?target=624486997d240f22fb8a10a6&t=AFwhZf1P7YZh6za28CHMjpx8zGGWAAu9i-jtk1xcy3DaZOhG5nI_ovX7KSnSpXa6djZHRLncAXfKNMaVFTI-0abN1uCAnzDt8g813zFJJTK8OQX1afH196rv_NK-vu9Py0xD4ZbbnhsT&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHC-7fjrVcso
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fluteworksseattle/?ref=page_internal
mailto:fluteworks@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/BgWCvqB92CU
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/www.wmshaynes.com
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 
 

 

Ted Brown Music 

6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd 

Tacoma, WA 98409 

800-562-8938 

253-272-3211 

sales@tedbrownmusic.com 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 
 

Professional Woodwind Repair 

Straubinger Certified 

Flute & Double Reed Specialist 

 

119 Neabeack Hill Dr, Philomath, OR  97370 

Contact: Katie Cooper, 541-760-8865 

katie@windsmithmusic.com 

By appointment only. 

 

 
 

Flute World 

29920 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills, MI 48334 

248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com 

  

 

https://www.tedbrownmusic.com/
mailto:sales@tedbrownmusic.com
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/katie@windsmithmusic.com
http://www.fluteworld.com/
mailto:flutes@fluteworld.com

