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Music Review - Variations on Mendelssohn’s ‘Hirtenlied’ for 
flute and piano, by Agnes Zimmermann (1880), Music Haven 
Publishing 

Written by BJ Nicoletti 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I recently came upon this newly discovered 19th century piece for flute and piano in a recent issue of 
Pan, the journal of the British Flute Society and wanted to call GPFS member attention to it right 
away – Agnes Zimmermann Variations on a Theme by Mendelsohn. The piece is a musically 
engaging, well presented (edited by Peter Fribbins and William Drabkin), and accessible set of three 
variations based on the familiar Shepherd’s song theme for solo flute by Felix Mendelssohn 
(originally played by the well-known French flutist Philippe Drouet. This is Zimmermann’s only 
piece written for the flute. 
 

❖ This is the first publication of the piece. It’s overall energetic, easy and sometimes playful 
feel makes it a nice piece to program as a shorter work to lighten the mood. 

❖ It is about ten minutes long with an opening statement of the familiar and beautiful theme 
(slightly modified from Mendelssohn’s), followed by three variations. 

❖ The piano accompaniment is, one might say, perfect, and has frequent interplay between the 
flute and the piano’s right hand. 

❖ It is definitely accessible to more advanced intermediate players, but is probably a better fit 
for early advanced players on up. 

❖ At the start, the theme is simply stated over 27 measures, in 6/8, with no rhythmic 
complexities and a note range of low d to the third octave g. 

 

Agnes Zimmermann (1847 - 1925) was a later 19th, early 

20th century composer. Starting at a young age, she 

attended the Royal Academy of Music to study piano. She 

won prestigious competitions and had pieces composed 

for her. As a pianist, “she was praised for her clarity and 

control, and was regarded as one of [England’s] leading 

pianists.” (Grove Music Online) She was also a composer 

of piano pieces and chamber music for which she was 

recognized in her lifetime. She performed two piano 

recitats regularly with Clara Schumann. 

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agnes_Zimmermann
https://www.musichaven.co.uk/scores/variations-on-mendelssohn's-'hirtenlied'
http://www.peterfribbins.co.uk/about.html
https://www.southampton.ac.uk/music/about/staff/wmd.page
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❖ The first variation, grazioso e tranquillo, has syncopated rhythms in both parts and, 
therefore, some manageable but still complexities to carefully work out. The range is low e-
flat to third register e-flat. 

❖ The second variation, in 6/8, is softer and slower in nature. It plays more melodically and 
stays within the range of low d to middle register e-flat.  

❖ The third variation, grazioso leggiero, remains in 6/8 and uses near constant sets of slurred 
sixteenth notes with intermittent staccato, giving it a sense of elongated movement to the 
end. The dynamic range is more varied than the second with pianissimo to forte contrast in 
the first half and a pianissimo to forte rise then gradual decrescendo to the close. 

❖ The publication has clear dynamic and articulation notations. 
 
A final observation, one shouldn’t ignore that the cover of this edition has a classy, near life-size 
picture of Agnes Zimmermann herself - an homage to this careful and honest effort to bring this 
female composer and long unknown piece to life. 
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Sponsors & Commercial Members 

 

GPFS acknowledges with gratitude the many years of support from our Sponsors and Commercial 

Members. It is because of their excellence that the GPFS mission can excel and celebrate our 44th 

year of extraordinary programming for the greater Portland area.  

GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
 

 
 

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 
58 Dragon Court 

Woburn, MA 01801-1014 
781-935-9522, brannen@brannenflutes.com  

 

 

 
 

Canter Flute Repair  
Flute Repair Specialists 

Beaverton, OR 
Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified 

JS Engineering Gold Pads 

 971-266-4096 

 

 
 

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LLC 
Facebook Page 

781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com 
By appointment only  

 

 

 
 

www.wmshaynes.com 

 

  

https://gpfs.org/Commercial-Membership
https://gpfs.org/Commercial-Membership
https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fluteworksseattle/?ref=page_internal
mailto:fluteworks@gmail.com
www.wmshaynes.com


The Portland Piper, December 2021 
Page 4 of 6 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Commercial Members 
 

 
 

Altus Flutes 
12020 Eastgate Blvd. 
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122 

615-773-9918, Chiarra.conn@khsmusic.com  

 

 
 

Burkart Flutes & Piccolos 
2 Shaker Road, #D107 

Shirley, MA 01464 
978-425-4500, info@burkart.com  

 

 

 
 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 
625 Digital Drive, Ste 300 

Plano, TX 75075 
972-985-2662, 877-FLUTE4U (toll free) 

info@flute4u.com  

 

 

 
 

Flute Center of New York 
Phil Unger 

1841 Broadway, Suite 1106 
New York, NY 10023 

212-307-9737, flutephil@aol.com  

 

 

 
 

The Flute Pad, in Lake Oswego 
Marc Grafe 

Flute Repairs and Adjustments 
Certified Straubinger Technician 

503-351-5176, marc@grafeworks.com  

 

 

 
 

Flute World 
29920 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills, MI 48334 
248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com 

  

  

http://www.altusflutes.com/
mailto:Chiarra.conn@khsmusic.com
http://www.burkart.com/
mailto:info@burkart.com
http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
mailto:flutephil@aol.com
https://gpfs.org/images/Marc_Grafe.pdf
mailto:marc@grafeworks.com
http://www.fluteworld.com/
mailto:flutes@fluteworld.com


The Portland Piper, December 2021 
Page 5 of 6 

 

 

 
 

Miyazawa Flutes, Ltd. 
West Music 

1214 5th Street 
Coralville, IA 52241 

319-351-2000, 800-397-9378 
info@miyazawa.com  

 

 

 
 

Verne Q. Powell Flutes, Inc. 
Christina Guiliano-Cobas, Marketing Director 

1 Clock Tower Place, Suite 300 
Maynard, MA 01754 

978-461-6111 (main), 978-344-5159 (direct) 
CG@PowellFlutes.com  

 

 

 
Sankyo Flutes 
West Music 

1212 Fifth Street 
Coralville, IA 52241 

319-351-2000, 800-397-9378 
 

 

 
 

Sherry Lee Dealer of Fine Flutes 
678 Sperber Lane 

Grand Junction, CO 81506 
970-242-9364, sherrysflutes@gmail.com  

 

 
 

Ted Brown Music 
6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd 

Tacoma, WA 98409 
800-562-8938, 253-272-3211 
sales@tedbrownmusic.com  

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.miyazawa.com/
mailto:info@miyazawa.com
http://www.powellflutes.com/
mailto:CG@PowellFlutes.com
http://sankyoflutes.com/
https://lflutes.com/
mailto:sherrysflutes@gmail.com
https://www.tedbrownmusic.com/
mailto:sales@tedbrownmusic.com
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