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Sonata for Flute and Piano by Coleridge-Taylor Perkinson (2003, 

2008 Lauren Keiser Music Publishing) 

By BJ Nicoletti 

(An edited version of this review can be found in the Spring, 2023 issue of the NFA 

Quarterly) 

  

Source for Picture: Wikimedia 

 

Coleridge-Taylor Perkinson (1932ð2004) is a composer whose interests have been described 

as òspanning the worlds of jazz, dance, pop, film, television, and classical music.ó (source: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coleridge-Taylor_Perkinson). He has written a few works for flute: 

Sonata aõla Baroque for unaccompanied flute, Sonata for Flute and Piano, and This Little Lite oõ Mine 

for flute and piano.  

 

To learn more about him, you might enjoy this 2020 òten minute readó article on Coleridge Taylor 

Perkinson written by Kyle MacMillan and found on the Chicago Symphony Orchestraõs website ð 

CSO Kyle MacMillan Article on Coleridge-Taylor Perkinson. 

 

https://www.nfaonline.org/publications/flutist-quarterly
https://www.nfaonline.org/publications/flutist-quarterly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coleridge-Taylor_Perkinson
https://cso.org/experience/article/2604/coleridge-taylor-perkinson-is-poised-on-the-c
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His Sonata for Flute and Piano is a lesser-known work that deserves consideration for concert 

performances by more advanced flutists and as repertoire for undergraduate and graduate study. In 

three movements this is an engaging, fun piece to listen to and learn. The overall narrative arc is 

refreshing.  

 

The first movement, Andante Moderato, is more accessible, 

whereas the second and third have more rhythmic complexity in 

both parts and in the interchange between the flute and piano. It  

begins with an entrancing, lyrical, section that moves to an up-

tempo, bouncy, swirling section that steps and rises until it falls 

back down leading into a brighter version of the start. It then 

offers a second up-tempo section that is more frenetic, chasing, 

and soaring with a slight hint of written improvisation, before it 

winds back down to a whispered vocalization of the start. 

 

The second movement, Slowly and Rubato, opens with inquiring, calling, searching phrases by 

the flute accompanied sparsely by the piano. The flute then moves to a section in which is sounds 

like itõs exploring, discovering, followed by jazz-like turns in both instruments. The tempo picks up 

with more accompaniment and interchange from the piano, and the melody returns a bit more 

earnestly, leading to a conclusion reminiscent of the beginning. 

 

The third movement, Rondo, is up-tempo and the most technically challenging of the three 

movements. It has a lot of energetic character with continued, more pronounced jazz-like elements, 

as well as passages that sound like written improvisation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A recording of this sonata performed by Portland-based 

flutist Adam Eccleston, can be heard on the recent Amplify 

CD released by All Classical Portland. This is the first time 

this piece has been professionally recorded, posthumously.  
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GPFS 2022-2023 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 
58 Dragon Court 

Woburn, MA 01801-1014 
781-935-9522, brannen@brannenflutes.com  

 

 
 

Canter Flute Repair  
Flute Repair Specialists 

Beaverton, OR 
Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified 

JS Engineering Gold Pads 

 971-266-4096 

 

 
 
 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 
625 Digital Drive, Ste 300 

Plano, TX 75075 
972-985-2662, 877-FLUTE4U (toll free) 

info@flute4u.com  

Watch video 
 

 

 
 

Flute Center of New York 
 

307 7th Ave. #401 
New York, NY 10001 

212-307-9737, info@flutecenter.com  

Watch video 

https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ashTD0kCzNE
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/info@flutecenter.com 
https://app.salesforceiq.com/r?target=624486997d240f22fb8a10a6&t=AFwhZf1P7YZh6za28CHMjpx8zGGWAAu9i-jtk1xcy3DaZOhG5nI_ovX7KSnSpXa6djZHRLncAXfKNMaVFTI-0abN1uCAnzDt8g813zFJJTK8OQX1afH196rv_NK-vu9Py0xD4ZbbnhsT&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHC-7fjrVcso

