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Flute Colors: Extended Techniques for Flute, by Rogier de Pijper 

Review by GPFS Member BJ Nicoletti 

 

The “Flute Colors” World, Spend Some Time There! Flute Fair guest artist Gareth McLearnon also highly 

recommended Flute Colors: Extended Techniques for Flute, by Rogier de Pijper. The following is an 

overview and review of the method and Rogier’s associated materials. This reviewer has spent over a 

year with this method, so I speak from experience and the strong commitment to improving my own 

facility with and appreciation for modern techniques on the flute. 

 

In short, the world of “Flute Colors” is a very content rich, 

practical, affordable bang-for-the-buck, multi-method resource 

for learning and practicing most modern techniques. By “multi-

method,” I mean:  

• a method book;  

• a hands on, content rich annual magazine;  

• a blog filled with interesting articles and interviews;  

• a web environment with technique specific instructional videos 

and accompanying exercises;  

• and, access to workshop series for a very reasonable price.  

 

One also learns ways of teaching these techniques as well as ways to use these methods to improve 

your own playing of any genre. His approach is both rigorous and simple at once, giving you a sense of 

direction and incremental progress. His method and demeanor inspire confidence applying these 

techniques to your own musical translation of a piece. Noteworthy, throughout all his methods of 

delivery, he reduces the complexity yet challenges the learning. 

 

For each technique, the Flute Colors method book includes:  

• a brief statement about what studying this technique is useful for (e.g., improving aural skills, 

improving tone production, and stimulating abdominal support); 

• notation explanations;  
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• about ten exercises for each technique which range in difficulty progressively as well as 

maximize “angles of learning” so to speak. It is not cluttered with more information you might 

need.  

I provide some examples of the exercises below. The first are examples from his chapter on 

“harmonics,” seemingly an appealing choice since many of us flutists are already familiar with this 

practice from our traditional study of the flute. The second are examples from his chapter on singing 

and playing, a technique which can feel more difficult to employ than some other modern techniques. 

 

All his materials can be purchased at www.flutecolors.com. You may be able to purchase from some 

vendors in the USA, but a quick search at our familiar choices didn’t turn up the option. You could 

consider contacting them. Note – When purchasing through Rogier’s website, he gives you the bargain 

option of buying the “bundle” of the method book, a year of the magazine and the study guide. I did the 

latter and it was worth it because of all the content and how it eased me into his Flute Colors web-

world. 

 

  

http://www.flutecolors.com/
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Harmonic Exercise Examples 

All his materials can be purchased at www.flutecolors.com. 

 

http://www.flutecolors.com/
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Sing and Play Exercise Examples 

All his materials can be purchased at www.flutecolors.com. 

  

http://www.flutecolors.com/
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Sponsors & Commercial Members 

 

 

GPFS acknowledges with gratitude the many years of support from our 

Sponsors and Commercial Members. It is because of their excellence that 

the GPFS mission can excel and celebrate our 44th year of extraordinary 

programming for the greater Portland area, including hosting visiting artists 

and local events, student study grants and a range of other resources for 

members and the community of flutists at large. 

 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 
58 Dragon Court 

Woburn, MA 01801-1014 
781-935-9522, brannen@brannenflutes.com  

 

 
 

Canter Flute Repair  
Flute Repair Specialists 

Beaverton, OR 
Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified 

JS Engineering Gold Pads 

 971-266-4096 

https://gpfs.org/Commercial-Membership
https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

\ 
 

 
 
 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 
625 Digital Drive, Ste 300 

Plano, TX 75075 
972-985-2662, 877-FLUTE4U (toll free) 

info@flute4u.com  

Watch video 
 

 
 

 
 

Flute Center of New York 
 

307 7th Ave. #401 
New York, NY 10001 

212-307-9737, info@flutecenter.com  

Watch video 

 
 

 
 
 

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LLC 
Facebook Page 

781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com 
By appointment only  

Watch video 

 
 

 
 
 

68 Nonset Path, Acton, MA 01720 
978-268-0600 

www.wmshaynes.com 
 

 

http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ashTD0kCzNE
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/info@flutecenter.com 
https://app.salesforceiq.com/r?target=624486997d240f22fb8a10a6&t=AFwhZf1P7YZh6za28CHMjpx8zGGWAAu9i-jtk1xcy3DaZOhG5nI_ovX7KSnSpXa6djZHRLncAXfKNMaVFTI-0abN1uCAnzDt8g813zFJJTK8OQX1afH196rv_NK-vu9Py0xD4ZbbnhsT&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHC-7fjrVcso
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fluteworksseattle/?ref=page_internal
mailto:fluteworks@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/BgWCvqB92CU
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/www.wmshaynes.com
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 
 

 
 
 

Ted Brown Music 
6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd 

Tacoma, WA 98409 
800-562-8938 
253-272-3211 

sales@tedbrownmusic.com 

 

 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Professional Woodwind Repair 
Straubinger Certified 

Flute & Double Reed Specialist 

 
119 Neabeack Hill Dr, Philomath, OR  97370 

Contact: Katie Cooper, 541-760-8865 
katie@windsmithmusic.com 

By appointment only. 
 

 

 
 

Flute World 
29920 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills, MI 48334 
248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com 

  

 

https://www.tedbrownmusic.com/
mailto:sales@tedbrownmusic.com
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/katie@windsmithmusic.com
http://www.fluteworld.com/
mailto:flutes@fluteworld.com

