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Music Review – A Dictionary for the Modern Flutist by 

Susan Maclagan (2009 1st edition, 245 pages; and, 2019 2nd 

edition, 434 pages) 

Review by GPFS Member BJ Nicoletti and Flute Society of South Australia 

 

At the GPFS Flute Fair this year, given it was online and more 

broadly accessible, we had participants from outside of 

Oregon, including Susan Maclagan from Winnipeg, Manitoba,  

Canada! You may not know that Susan is the author of A 

Dictionary for the Modern Flutist.  

This book is published by Rowman and Littlefield - A 

Dictionary for the Modern Flutist, 2nd Edition - 

9781538106655 (rowman.com) 

It is commonly regarded as a substantial reference worth 

ownership. With a Forward written by Trevor Wye and a first 

edition review by Walfrid Kujala, the 2019 2nd edition (which 

escaped most of us given the arrival of covid “distraction”) 

also has received positive reviews. 

While it has a more substantial cost for the individual flutist to own (just under $100 on Amazon), it 

appears to be available through Oregon’s university system, interlibrary loan service. This would be a 

practical way to give it a good look through before deciding to purchase the dictionary. Further, 

many local libraries accept recommendations for purchase so please consider taking steps to get this 

great resource into our libraries. It also makes a great gift for us flutists and the other flutists friend 

in your life, including a teacher. Let’s get it on everyone’s wish list! 

The 2nd edition, 2019, was reviewed by our flutist friends WAY “across the pond” – The Flute 

Society of South Australia. Susan shares this review with us here. You will find it pasted below.  

  

https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781538106655/A-Dictionary-for-the-Modern-Flutist-2nd-Edition
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781538106655/A-Dictionary-for-the-Modern-Flutist-2nd-Edition
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781538106655/A-Dictionary-for-the-Modern-Flutist-2nd-Edition
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This resource is a wealth of information. Here is a description from the publisher’s site: 

The second edition of Susan J. Maclagan’s A Dictionary for the Modern Flutist presents clear and concise 

definitions of more than 1,600 common flute-related terms that a player of the Boehm-system or Baroque flute 

may encounter. Fully illustrated with more than 150 images, the entries describe flute types, flute parts; 

playing techniques; acoustics; articulations; intonation; common ornaments; flute-making and repairs; flute 

history; flute music books, and many more topics. 

Unique to the second edition are entries on beatbox techniques and muscles of the face and throat. Entries 

now also feature bibliographic cross-references for further research. Carefully labeled illustrations for many 

flute types, parts, mechanisms, and accessories help make definitions easier to visualize. Appendixes provide 

further information on such subjects as flute classifications, types of flutes and their parts, key and tone hole 

names, head joint options, orchestra and opera audition excerpts, and biographies of people mentioned in the 

definitions. Contributed articles include “An Easy Guide to Checking Your Flute Tuning and Scale” by 

Trevor Wye; “Flute Clutches” by David Shorey; "Early Music on Modern Flute” by Barthold Kuijken; 

and “Crowns and Stoppers” and “Boehm Flute Scales from 1847 to the Present:The Short Story” by Gary 

Lewis. 

Maclagan’s A Dictionary for the Modern Flutist, second edition is an essential reference volume for flutists of 

all levels and for libraries supporting student, professional, and amateur musicians. 

 

 

Picture of author Susan Maclagan 

 

See the Flute Society of South Australia’s review of this resource below! 
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Not directly related to the review, I love the sentence in their message from the Society President, 

above – “…it is up to you what your musical journey will be.” 
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Sponsors & Commercial Members 

 

 

GPFS acknowledges with gratitude the many years of support from our 

Sponsors and Commercial Members. It is because of their excellence that 

the GPFS mission can excel and celebrate our 44th year of extraordinary 

programming for the greater Portland area, including hosting visiting artists 

and local events, student study grants and a range of other resources for 

members and the community of flutists at large. 

 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 
58 Dragon Court 

Woburn, MA 01801-1014 
781-935-9522, brannen@brannenflutes.com  

 

 
 

Canter Flute Repair  
Flute Repair Specialists 

Beaverton, OR 
Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified 

JS Engineering Gold Pads 

 971-266-4096 

https://gpfs.org/Commercial-Membership
https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

\ 
 

 
 
 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 
625 Digital Drive, Ste 300 

Plano, TX 75075 
972-985-2662, 877-FLUTE4U (toll free) 

info@flute4u.com  

Watch video 
 

 
 

 
 

Flute Center of New York 
 

307 7th Ave. #401 
New York, NY 10001 

212-307-9737, info@flutecenter.com  

Watch video 

 
 

 
 
 

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LLC 
Facebook Page 

781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com 
By appointment only  

Watch video 

 
 

 
 
 

68 Nonset Path, Acton, MA 01720 
978-268-0600 

www.wmshaynes.com 
 

 

http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ashTD0kCzNE
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/info@flutecenter.com 
https://app.salesforceiq.com/r?target=624486997d240f22fb8a10a6&t=AFwhZf1P7YZh6za28CHMjpx8zGGWAAu9i-jtk1xcy3DaZOhG5nI_ovX7KSnSpXa6djZHRLncAXfKNMaVFTI-0abN1uCAnzDt8g813zFJJTK8OQX1afH196rv_NK-vu9Py0xD4ZbbnhsT&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHC-7fjrVcso
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fluteworksseattle/?ref=page_internal
mailto:fluteworks@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/BgWCvqB92CU
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/www.wmshaynes.com
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 
 

 
 
 

Ted Brown Music 
6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd 

Tacoma, WA 98409 
800-562-8938 
253-272-3211 

sales@tedbrownmusic.com 

 

 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Professional Woodwind Repair 
Straubinger Certified 

Flute & Double Reed Specialist 

 
119 Neabeack Hill Dr, Philomath, OR  97370 

Contact: Katie Cooper, 541-760-8865 
katie@windsmithmusic.com 

By appointment only. 
 

 

 
 

Flute World 
29920 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills, MI 48334 
248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com 

  

 

https://www.tedbrownmusic.com/
mailto:sales@tedbrownmusic.com
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/katie@windsmithmusic.com
http://www.fluteworld.com/
mailto:flutes@fluteworld.com

