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Remembering Matt Doran 

Reflections from GPFS Member Rebecca Olson 

September 1, 1921 - August 3, 2016 

 

Several of his pieces are available to GPFS Members through the GPFS Lending Library! 

 

Our GPFS Library includes some music by local 

composers, one such composer being Dr. Matt Doran.  

Although he was born in Kentucky and spent much of his life in Los 

Angeles, in 1997 he moved to Vancouver, Washington and remained 

there until his death in 2016.  He wrote many compositions while 

living in the Northwest.  Many ensembles in the area performed his 

music, such as the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra, the Clark College 

Orchestra and Choir, The Oregon Chamber Players, and even the 

Rose City Flute Choir*.  Matt taught flute and piano lessons at his home and had a flute club that 

met once a month to sight-read flute ensemble music, some of the music being his own 

compositions.  His Vancouver Flute Club still continues today!  Many of his hand-written 

manuscripts were type-set by his Vancouver neighbor. 

Flute and guitar, flute and cello*, flute/oboe/clarinet, 

woodwind quartets and quintets, and of course flute and 

piano, and flute alone.   

 

You can look up “Matt Doran flute” on YouTube to listen to some of his flute works. 

The flute was Matt’s favorite 

instrument, and he composed many 

works that included it 
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Our library has two of his flute alone pieces:  Motive and Five Variations, and Encore and Scherzo.   

• Motive and Five Variations for Solo Flute was written in 2006, but not premiered until 2009.  

You can listen to the premiere by Centralia, Washington flutist, Franji Mayes, with this link:  

https://youtu.be/k-PuBdCezMY. It’s a substantial work, about 8 minutes in length.  The 

haunting motive was taken from his orchestral piece, Memoirs of Marianne, written earlier. * 

Marianne was Matt’s daughter that passed away at the age of 46 from breast cancer.  Her 

death significantly impacted Matt, causing him to abandon his Catholic faith.   

• Encore and Scherzo were written in 2013.  The Scherzo is very short and includes his 

trademark trills.  Matt was very fond of trills!  The last two measures have the flutist trilling 

while fingering other notes, creating an unusual effect. * 

We also have 4 of his flute and piano works:  Piece, Four Movements, and Sonata #13 and #14. 

Piece for Flute and Piano was one of Matt’s last compositions, written in March of 2016.  It consists of 

three very short movements, the flute part fitting on just one sheet of paper.  It makes uses of our 

highest B, but is a relatively simple piece that a student could master!  According to Matt, Sonata 14 

should be programmed before Sonata 13 if played on the same concert.  He mentioned having heard 

an orchestra play Shostakovich’s 6th Symphony followed by his 5th Symphony, and that it was better 

that way!   

Our GPFS library also has some of Matt’s flute ensemble works.  Variations and Scherzo for Large 

Flute Ensemble was commissioned in 2010 and dedicated to the West Michigan Flute Association.  

There are two performances of this on YouTube, one by the Long Beach State College flute choir 

and the other performed in Melbourne, Australia.  Here is the link to the Australian performance: 

https://youtu.be/CHLquPJCTSk  

Our library includes smaller ensemble works, as well:  Four Movements for Four Flutes and Piano, 

Waltz and Variations for Four Flutes and Piano, and Quartet for 3 Flutes and Piano.  Matt didn’t usually use 

key signatures, but his Waltz and Variations begins and ends with two sharps.  He used a lot of 16th 

note passages in much of his music, as well as triplet sections.  His flute ensemble music has a lot of 

parallel rhythms in the parts, so it’s not too difficult to put together.  There are also simple, lovely 

mournful melodies.   

 

https://youtu.be/k-PuBdCezMY
https://youtu.be/CHLquPJCTSk
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• You can listen to a beautiful performance of the Rose City Flute Choir playing the Doran 

Sextet here:  https://youtu.be/5R3KGmQxHho 

 

 

• The Jano Duo recorded Doran’s Sonatina for Flute and Cello on their 2018 album, Dreaming in 

Color.  Naomi Seidman, the flutist, is on faculty at The Pennsylvania University School of 

Music.  

 

  

https://youtu.be/5R3KGmQxHho
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Picture Right, Pictured at Event: In 2014, there was a lifetime recognition concert for Matt 

Doran in Vancouver, Washington.  He wrote almost 300 pieces of music, and quite a bit of it was 

performed while he was alive.  But not all of it has been recorded!  Perhaps this is a task you 

would like to take on!  Go ahead, check out some of his music from the GPFS library or explore 

some of his other works.  Find something that resonates with you, and record it!       
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Sponsors & Commercial Members 

 

 

GPFS acknowledges with gratitude the many years of support from our 

Sponsors and Commercial Members. It is because of their excellence that 

the GPFS mission can excel and celebrate our 44th year of extraordinary 

programming for the greater Portland area, including hosting visiting artists 

and local events, student study grants and a range of other resources for 

members and the community of flutists at large. 

 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 
58 Dragon Court 

Woburn, MA 01801-1014 
781-935-9522, brannen@brannenflutes.com  

 

 
 

Canter Flute Repair  
Flute Repair Specialists 

Beaverton, OR 
Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified 

JS Engineering Gold Pads 

 971-266-4096 

https://gpfs.org/Commercial-Membership
https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

\ 
 

 
 
 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 
625 Digital Drive, Ste 300 

Plano, TX 75075 
972-985-2662, 877-FLUTE4U (toll free) 

info@flute4u.com  

Watch video 
 

 
 

 
 

Flute Center of New York 
 

307 7th Ave. #401 
New York, NY 10001 

212-307-9737, info@flutecenter.com  

Watch video 

 
 

 
 
 

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LLC 
Facebook Page 

781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com 
By appointment only  

Watch video 

 
 

 
 
 

68 Nonset Path, Acton, MA 01720 
978-268-0600 

www.wmshaynes.com 
Watch video 

 

http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ashTD0kCzNE
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/info@flutecenter.com 
https://app.salesforceiq.com/r?target=624486997d240f22fb8a10a6&t=AFwhZf1P7YZh6za28CHMjpx8zGGWAAu9i-jtk1xcy3DaZOhG5nI_ovX7KSnSpXa6djZHRLncAXfKNMaVFTI-0abN1uCAnzDt8g813zFJJTK8OQX1afH196rv_NK-vu9Py0xD4ZbbnhsT&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHC-7fjrVcso
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fluteworksseattle/?ref=page_internal
mailto:fluteworks@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/BgWCvqB92CU
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/www.wmshaynes.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tL0hExqQ6-U
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 
 

 
 
 

Ted Brown Music 
6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd 

Tacoma, WA 98409 
800-562-8938 
253-272-3211 

sales@tedbrownmusic.com 

 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Professional Woodwind Repair 
Straubinger Certified 

Flute & Double Reed Specialist 

 
119 Neabeack Hill Dr, Philomath, OR  97370 

Contact: Katie Cooper, 541-760-8865 
katie@windsmithmusic.com 

By appointment only. 
 

 

 
 

Flute World 
29920 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills, MI 48334 
248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com 

  

 

https://www.tedbrownmusic.com/
mailto:sales@tedbrownmusic.com
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/katie@windsmithmusic.com
http://www.fluteworld.com/
mailto:flutes@fluteworld.com

