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A Review of Four Souvenirs for flute and piano by Paul Schoenfeld  

Reviewed by GPFS Member Emily Stanek 

 

If you are looking for a fun piece that is both challenging and enjoyable for both the performer and audience, Four 
Souvenirs is a perfect fit. This piece is available from the GPFS Lending Library as well as through a few of our 
GPFS Commercial Members and Sponsors – Carolyn Nussbaum, Flute World and Flute Center of New York. 

 

A Little Background on the Composer 

Paul Schoenfeld (sometimes spelled Schoenfield) had an early start to his 

music career, beginning with piano lessons at age six and composing at age 

seven. His teachers included Rudolf Serkin, Julius Chajes, Ozan March, 

and Robert Muczynski. Schoenfeld considers himself a folk composer and 

his unique style of writing reflects an ethnic eclecticism that is described as 

inclusive and welcoming, humorous and fresh, doing “for Hassidic music 

what Astor Piazzolla did for the Argentine 

tango.” Schoenfeld has his ethnic roots and 

citizenship in both America and Israel, which he considers his second 

home. The Cleveland Arts Prize for Music describes Paul Schoenfeld’s 

compositional style as ranging from “jazz to popular, from vaudeville and 

klezmer, to folk music and dances from different cultures, all sometimes 

within a single composition.” This eclecticism is clearly heard in Four 

Souvenirs as it moves from South American dance types in the Samba and Tango movements, to the 

jazzy/bluesy style of early twentieth-century New York in the third movement, Tin Pan Alley, and 

ending with fast and furious Americana in Square Dance.  

 

  

https://gpfs.org/GPFS-Music-Library
https://gpfs.org/Commercial-Membership
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Schoenfield
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About the Piece 

Four Souvenirs was written in 1990 for violin and piano on a commission by Lev Polyakin. The piece 

was later transcribed for flute by Stephanie Jutt. This piece would fit any venue, from a concert hall 

to a small nightclub, which was in fact the vision for Lev Polyakin when he commissioned the work.  

The first movement, Samba, opens with a fast syncopated dance-like melody in eighth-notes while 

the piano supports the flute with similar running eighth-note passages. This opening motive is heard 

three times throughout the movement, first in F minor, then C minor, and its final presentation in D 

minor. The fast and continuous rhythmic energy in the first movement will leave the listener 

breathless at its completion.  

 

Following Samba are two slower movements, Tango and Tin Pan Alley. The style of these melodies are 

reminiscent of George Gershwin, with whom some compare Schoenfeld. This Gershwin-esque style 

is heard in the swinging, yet singable melodies, painting a picture of Gershwin’s days as a song 

plugger in early twentieth-century New York.  

The final movement is a fun and rollicking Square Dance. The interweaving of the piano and flute 

passages are playful and jazzy, showing highly challenging sixteenth-note passages through 

constantly changing meters, driving this short, yet exciting piece to an electrifying finish.  
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The forward driving passages of the first and last movements are thrilling, leaving us to agree with 

Paul Schoenfeld’s own assessment of his music: “[it] is not the kind of music for relaxation, but 

the kind that makes people sweat; not only the performer, but the audience.” If you are 

looking for a fun piece that is both challenging and enjoyable for both the performer and 

audience, Four Souvenirs is a perfect fit.  
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Sponsors & Commercial Members 

 

 

GPFS acknowledges with gratitude the many years of support from our 

Sponsors and Commercial Members. It is because of their excellence that 

the GPFS mission can excel and celebrate our 44th year of extraordinary 

programming for the greater Portland area, including hosting visiting artists 

and local events, student study grants and a range of other resources for 

members and the community of flutists at large. 

 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 
58 Dragon Court 

Woburn, MA 01801-1014 
781-935-9522, brannen@brannenflutes.com  

 

 
 

Canter Flute Repair  
Flute Repair Specialists 

Beaverton, OR 
Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified 

JS Engineering Gold Pads 

 971-266-4096 

https://gpfs.org/Commercial-Membership
https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

\ 
 

 
 
 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 
625 Digital Drive, Ste 300 

Plano, TX 75075 
972-985-2662, 877-FLUTE4U (toll free) 

info@flute4u.com  

Watch video 
 

 
 

 
 

Flute Center of New York 
 

307 7th Ave. #401 
New York, NY 10001 

212-307-9737, info@flutecenter.com  

Watch video 

 
 

 
 
 

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LLC 
Facebook Page 

781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com 
By appointment only  

Watch video 

 
 

 
 
 

68 Nonset Path, Acton, MA 01720 
978-268-0600 

www.wmshaynes.com 
Watch video 

 

http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ashTD0kCzNE
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/info@flutecenter.com 
https://app.salesforceiq.com/r?target=624486997d240f22fb8a10a6&t=AFwhZf1P7YZh6za28CHMjpx8zGGWAAu9i-jtk1xcy3DaZOhG5nI_ovX7KSnSpXa6djZHRLncAXfKNMaVFTI-0abN1uCAnzDt8g813zFJJTK8OQX1afH196rv_NK-vu9Py0xD4ZbbnhsT&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHC-7fjrVcso
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fluteworksseattle/?ref=page_internal
mailto:fluteworks@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/BgWCvqB92CU
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/www.wmshaynes.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tL0hExqQ6-U
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 
 

 
 
 

Ted Brown Music 
6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd 

Tacoma, WA 98409 
800-562-8938 
253-272-3211 

sales@tedbrownmusic.com 

 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Professional Woodwind Repair 
Straubinger Certified 

Flute & Double Reed Specialist 

 
119 Neabeack Hill Dr, Philomath, OR  97370 

Contact: Katie Cooper, 541-760-8865 
katie@windsmithmusic.com 

By appointment only. 
 

 

 
 

Flute World 
29920 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills, MI 48334 
248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com 

  

   

https://www.tedbrownmusic.com/
mailto:sales@tedbrownmusic.com
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/katie@windsmithmusic.com
http://www.fluteworld.com/
mailto:flutes@fluteworld.com

