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Music Reviews: Rodolfo Halffter’s Flute Pieces 

Reviewed by GPFS Member Rebecca Olson 

 

As I was scanning through the 947 titles in our 

Greater Portland Flute Society’s library, I came 

across a composer I was unfamiliar with. There were two 

pieces listed by the composer, so I decided to be 

adventuresome and borrow the music to find out about them!  

I recommend these pieces. You can check them out from the 

GPFS Music Library by clicking on the above link! 

 

Background on the Composer 

While waiting for the music to arrive in the mail, I did a bit of 

research on the composer, Rodolfo Halffter. I discovered that 

he was born in Madrid, Spain in 1900; but in 1939, after the 

Spanish Civil War was over, he moved to Mexico and became 

a Mexican citizen. (His mother was Spanish, but his father was 

German, hence his non-Spanish last name!) He was highly 

regarded in both countries as a composer and won awards 

from both nations. His brother (Ernesto) and Uncle (Cristobal) 

were also composers but not as well known. Rodolfo 

promoted modern music and is considered to have brought 12 

tone music to Mexico. (12 tone music is based on the chromatic scale. There are certain rules that are 

generally applied, but Halffter didn’t follow most of them!) In Spain, he was part of the Grupo de los Ocho, 

a group of 8 composers that explored new musical composition techniques. While in Mexico, he taught at 

the Conservatorio Nacional de Mexico from 1941-1970; formed the Nuestro Musica chamber ensemble; 

directed the Ediciones Mexicanas de Musica publishing company; and was an editor for the journal Nuestra 

Musica. Rodolfo Halffter died in Mexico City in 1987. Now, some information regarding Rodolfo Halffter’s 

two pieces from the GPFS Library. 

I find the music to be quite expressive, 

calming, and altogether lovely. Like a 

good book or movie, they get better 

with study, practice, and hearing! If you 

are looking for something a bit out of 

the ordinary, these works are definitely 

worth checking out. 

https://gpfs.org/GPFS-Music-Library
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Review - Epinicio for Solo Flute, Op. 42 

 

Epinicio for solo flute, op. 42, was written in 1979. “Epinicio” means Victory Song or Hymn of Triumph. 

(“Yay!” We survived COVID!”) After a slow opening, perhaps lamenting the loss along the way to victory, 

the piece picks up tempo and sounds like it is marching on triumphantly. While there are brief moments of 

lyricism and slower tempos, it always returns to the triumphant march and ends victoriously. There are 

catchy rhythmic motifs, such as the groups of four repeated sixteenth notes. Some mild extended techniques 

are used, including key clicks, flutter tonguing, and multi-phonics. But for those of you who are afraid of 

multi-phonics (playing more than one note simultaneously), not to worry! Rodolfo gives you other options if 

you don’t want to venture into that realm! I must say, though, that the multi-phonics at the end of the piece 

are very beautiful!  The piece is about 6 and a half minutes long. You can click on this link to listen to it - 

https://youtu.be/Z7R5jmRKjNY  

 

Picture – The beginning of Epinicio 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/Z7R5jmRKjNY
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Picture – Where the tempo picks up to a March tempo… 
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Picture – Showing some of the multiphonics… 
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Huesped de las Nieblas for Solo Flute and Piano, Op.44 

Huesped de las Nieblas (Guests of the Mist) for flute and piano, op. 44, was written in 1981. (I think we 

Oregonians can relate to the mist … especially at the Oregon Coast!) This work is made up of three 

continuous movements, mostly in 3/8 time. The beat is not fast, counted by the eighth note, and only varies 

slightly from movement to movement. As the title might suggest, it is mysterious and ethereal. The range is 

from our very highest C to our very lowest C, ending with a long low C. (Epinicio has about the same range, 

but only reaches our highest B.) Approximately 7 minutes in length, you can listen to the whole work here - 

https://youtu.be/Z7R5jmRKjNY  

Both of these pieces use all 12 notes of the chromatic scale. (It was interesting to discover that the works 

use the same note sequence at the beginning.) There are many big interval jumps, often slurred. There are 

also many time signature changes. I find the music to be quite expressive, calming, and altogether lovely. 

Like a good book or movie, they get better with study, practice, and hearing! If you are looking for 

something a bit out of the ordinary, these works are definitely worth checking out.  

 

The following few pictures show the beginning of  

each of the three movements. 

https://youtu.be/Z7R5jmRKjNY
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Sponsors & Commercial Members 

 

 

GPFS acknowledges with gratitude the many years of support from our 

Sponsors and Commercial Members. It is because of their excellence that the 

GPFS mission can excel and celebrate our 44th year of extraordinary 

programming for the greater Portland area, including hosting visiting artists and 

local events, student study grants and a range of other resources for members 

and the community of flutists at large. 

 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 
58 Dragon Court 

Woburn, MA 01801-1014 
781-935-9522, brannen@brannenflutes.com  

 

 
 

Canter Flute Repair  
Flute Repair Specialists 

Beaverton, OR 
Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified 

JS Engineering Gold Pads 

 971-266-4096 

https://gpfs.org/Commercial-Membership
https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

\ 
 

 
 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 
625 Digital Drive, Ste 300 

Plano, TX 75075 
972-985-2662, 877-FLUTE4U (toll free) 

info@flute4u.com  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Flute Center of New York 
Phil Unger 

1841 Broadway, Suite 1106 
New York, NY 10023 

212-307-9737, flutephil@aol.com  

 

 
 
 

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LLC 
Facebook Page 

781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com 
By appointment only  

 

 

 
 
 

68 Nonset Path, Acton, MA 01720 
978-268-0600 

www.wmshaynes.com 
 

 

 

 

  

http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
mailto:flutephil@aol.com
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fluteworksseattle/?ref=page_internal
mailto:fluteworks@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/BJ/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/46K628KR/www.wmshaynes.com
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GPFS 2021-2022 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Altus Flutes 
12020 Eastgate Blvd. 
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122 

615-773-9918, Chiarra.conn@khsmusic.com  

 

 
 

Burkart Flutes & Piccolos 
2 Shaker Road, #D107 

Shirley, MA 01464 
978-425-4500, info@burkart.com  

 

 

 
 

The Flute Pad, in Lake Oswego 
Marc Grafe 

Flute Repairs and Adjustments 
Certified Straubinger Technician 

503-351-5176, marc@grafeworks.com  

 

 
 

Flute World 
29920 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills, MI 48334 
248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com 

  
 

 
Verne Q. Powell Flutes 

Christina Guiliano-Cobas, Marketing Director 
1 Clock Tower Place, Suite 300 

Maynard, MA 01754 
978-461-6111 (main), 978-344-5159 (direct) 

CG@PowellFlutes.com 
 

 

 
 

Miyazawa Flutes, Ltd. 
West Music 

1214 5th Street, Coralville, IA 52241 
319-351-2000, 800-397-9378 

info@miyazawa.com 

  

http://www.altusflutes.com/
mailto:Chiarra.conn@khsmusic.com
http://www.burkart.com/
mailto:info@burkart.com
https://gpfs.org/images/Marc_Grafe.pdf
mailto:marc@grafeworks.com
http://www.fluteworld.com/
mailto:flutes@fluteworld.com
https://www.powellflutes.com/en/
file:///C:/Users/BJ/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/46K628KR/CG@PowellFlutes.com
https://miyazawa.com/
file:///C:/Users/BJ/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/46K628KR/info@miyazawa.com
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GPFS 2021-2022 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 
Sankyo Flutes 
West Music 

1212 Fifth Street 
Coralville, IA 52241 

319-351-2000, 800-397-9378 
 

 
 

Sherry Lee Dealer of Fine Flutes 
678 Sperber Lane 

Grand Junction, CO 81506 
970-242-9364, sherrysflutes@gmail.com  

 

 
 

Ted Brown Music 
6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd 

Tacoma, WA 98409 
800-562-8938, 253-272-3211 
sales@tedbrownmusic.com  

 

 

 
Professional Woodwind Repair 

Straubinger Certified 
Flute & Double Reed Specialist 

 
119 Neabeack Hill Dr, Philomath, OR 97370 

Contact: Katie Cooper, 541-760-8865 
katie@windsmithmusic.com 

By appointment only. 

 

  

 

http://sankyoflutes.com/
https://lflutes.com/
mailto:sherrysflutes@gmail.com
https://www.tedbrownmusic.com/
mailto:sales@tedbrownmusic.com
file:///C:/Users/BJ/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/46K628KR/katie@windsmithmusic.com

