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Music Review – Seal Mother for Alto Flute by Portland-based 

Composer Lisa Neher (2021, 5 minutes, D.C. al Platypus Publishing 

Company) 

Reviewed by GPFS Member BJ Nicoletti 

 

Seal Mother, for alto flute by Lisa Neher – (6’53”) Lisa 

Neher is a Portland-based mezzo-soprano, composer and actor. She has 

written several compositions for voice and several different instruments, 

including Chamber Operas. Of special note, she also has written pieces for 

students of voice and/or piano. (Artwork left, from composer’s website.) 

She has written two other works for flute: Night Songs for Moths for solo piccolo; and, Reach Out for 

solo flute. Both pieces are worth listening to and playing. Her complete list of composition can be 

viewed here – Neher Catalog. 

Like many of Lisa’s compositions, this reviewer would say this composition is influenced by her 

vocal love and talent. This piece calls upon the performer to create sea sounds, whisps and long lines 

of yearning, keeling - “Seal Mother envisions a selkie in her seal form, swimming not too far 

offshore, watching her children from a distance. Lyrical melodic lines express her love and longing 

for her children, while undulating motives evoke currents of water and grief. The embellishments are 

inspired by Irish whistle ornamentation such as cuts and taps. The piece ends with a reinvention of 

the Scotts ballad The Great Selkie, a tragic folksong about a Selkie father and his son who are killed 

by humans while in seal form.” (Lisa Neher)  

 

https://www.lisanehermusic.com/
https://www.lisanehermusic.com/night-song-for-moths.html
https://www.lisanehermusic.com/reach-out.html
https://www.lisanehermusic.com/reach-out.html
https://www.lisanehermusic.com/catalog.html
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This beautiful piece is most suitable to more advanced players because of the varied meters, 

musicality demands, modest technical runs, full use of all three octaves of the alto flute, and 

extended techniques of vocal sounds and pitch bending. The melodic themes are hauntingly 

beautiful. Performance instructions in the score provide simple and clear advise on how to 

effectively perform the pitch bends and “airy tone” elements which are meant to depict crashing 

waves and wind on the beach. 

This piece is best programmed within the concert setting (not background music for gigs) and would 

be especially effective in an outdoor setting. Learn more: https://www.lisanehermusic.com/seal-

mother.html 

The piece, along with Lisa’s two other works for flute, can be heard on Rose Bishop’s recent album 

release, Diversions, which is also reviewed in this issue of The Portland Piper. Listen to Seal Mother 

through the link below. The recording can also be found on Lisa’s webpage and through common 

streaming services such as ITunes. Rose delivers a nuanced alto flute performance and a sympathetic 

message.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listen here: 

https://www.rosebishopflute.com/diversions-cd 

More about Lisa Neher: 

https://www.lisanehermusic.com/biography.html 

 

https://www.lisanehermusic.com/seal-mother.html
https://www.lisanehermusic.com/seal-mother.html
https://www.rosebishopflute.com/diversions-cd
https://www.lisanehermusic.com/biography.html
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Sponsors & Commercial Members 

 

 

GPFS acknowledges with gratitude the many years of support from our 

Sponsors and Commercial Members. It is because of their excellence that 

the GPFS mission can excel and celebrate our 44th year of extraordinary 

programming for the greater Portland area, including hosting visiting artists 

and local events, student study grants and a range of other resources for 

members and the community of flutists at large. 

 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 
58 Dragon Court 

Woburn, MA 01801-1014 
781-935-9522, brannen@brannenflutes.com  

 

 
 

Canter Flute Repair  
Flute Repair Specialists 

Beaverton, OR 
Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified 

JS Engineering Gold Pads 

 971-266-4096 

https://gpfs.org/Commercial-Membership
https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

\ 
 

 
 
 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 
625 Digital Drive, Ste 300 

Plano, TX 75075 
972-985-2662, 877-FLUTE4U (toll free) 

info@flute4u.com  

Watch video 
 

 
 

 
 

Flute Center of New York 
 

307 7th Ave. #401 
New York, NY 10001 

212-307-9737, info@flutecenter.com  

Watch video 

 
 

 
 
 

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LLC 
Facebook Page 

781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com 
By appointment only  

Watch video 

 
 

 
 
 

68 Nonset Path, Acton, MA 01720 
978-268-0600 

www.wmshaynes.com 
Watch video 

 

http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ashTD0kCzNE
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/info@flutecenter.com 
https://app.salesforceiq.com/r?target=624486997d240f22fb8a10a6&t=AFwhZf1P7YZh6za28CHMjpx8zGGWAAu9i-jtk1xcy3DaZOhG5nI_ovX7KSnSpXa6djZHRLncAXfKNMaVFTI-0abN1uCAnzDt8g813zFJJTK8OQX1afH196rv_NK-vu9Py0xD4ZbbnhsT&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHC-7fjrVcso
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fluteworksseattle/?ref=page_internal
mailto:fluteworks@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/BgWCvqB92CU
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/www.wmshaynes.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tL0hExqQ6-U
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 
 

 
 
 

Ted Brown Music 
6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd 

Tacoma, WA 98409 
800-562-8938 
253-272-3211 

sales@tedbrownmusic.com 

 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Professional Woodwind Repair 
Straubinger Certified 

Flute & Double Reed Specialist 

 
119 Neabeack Hill Dr, Philomath, OR  97370 

Contact: Katie Cooper, 541-760-8865 
katie@windsmithmusic.com 

By appointment only. 
 

 

 
 

Flute World 
29920 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills, MI 48334 
248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com 

  

 

https://www.tedbrownmusic.com/
mailto:sales@tedbrownmusic.com
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/katie@windsmithmusic.com
http://www.fluteworld.com/
mailto:flutes@fluteworld.com

