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The Nutcracker Studies, Vol. 1 from the Advanced Etudes for Flute 

series. Based on Tchaikovsky’s ballet The Nutcracker. Arranged and 

compiled by Sandy Kipps Iles 

Reviewed by GPFS Member BJ Nicoletti 

 

 

Learn more: www.sandykippiles.com/advanced-etudes-for-flute 

Click here for a free sample from her most recent etude book: www.sandykippiles.com/ 

 

This is a clever, thoughtful, fun, refreshing, entertaining and challenging book of etudes for 

the more advanced flutist. Compiled by the experienced and passionate pedagogist and 

flutist Sandy Kipps Iles, it is no wonder it is so. Going into the holidays, I spent some time 

reading through this robust collection and, most certainly, didn’t make it through completely. 

This volume offers sixteen etudes. Each one has an introduction that explains what is occurring on 

the stage at the time of the music as well as her comments about the musicality and technical aspects 

of the etudes. Sometimes she provides little rhythmic or technical exercises to prepare you for the 

challenge of the etude. 

 

https://www.sandykippiles.com/about
http://www.sandykippiles.com/advanced-etudes-for-flute
http://www.sandykippiles.com/
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While I have listened to The Nutcracker music for decades, I wasn’t that familiar with the Nutcracker 

story or the music itself, so it was satisfying to have so much of the music given to me as the flutist, 

the music insightfully explained and the context of the music set. Most incredibly, the etudes gave 

me a chance to be the soloist for all scenes of the ballet. We even get a chance to play the well-

known harp solo from the Waltz of the Flowers. 

The book took me through all the stages of the ballet from Act One and Act Two. Each of the 

studies draws from other melodic lines in the ballet, not just the flute part, so these feel like a solo 

study versus an orchestral excerpt. 

Short of having the actual opportunity to play in the orchestra of The Nutcracker ballet itself or 

listening to a recording while studying the score (over and over) or simply learning the flute part - 

THIS IS the way to deeply acquaint yourself with the ballet itself - for your own fun and challenge 

or to prepare to play the ballet or stay in shape to do so. 

My favorite - Act Two, the “character dances of the ballet” - “a celebration that consists of dances 

inspired from around the world” - Land of Sweets Spanish Dance/Chocolate, Arabian 

Dance/Coffee (in the actual score the flute gets to play very little on this one, so this is a treat and, 

as she points out, a good challenge for breathing and intonation control while staying within the 

character of the music), Chinese Dance/Tea. The entire ballet is musically interesting and energetic, 

and - of course – dance-like throughout. These are a complete joy to play. 

I think the book is very suitable for the more 

advanced high school student through undergraduate 

and graduate level work. The etudes are challenging 

overall because most use the full range of the flute 

along with challenging tempos. Like any strong etude 

collection, this one provides a set of etudes that helps 

the flutist develop specific skills in addition to 

enjoying bringing the music to life. 

I so appreciated her deep knowledge and 

comprehensive approach to these etudes that I 

bought her newest collection - Carmen Studies, Vol. II 

from the Advanced Etudes for Flute series. This 

volume is based on Bizet’s opera Carmen. 

To date, she has four additional volumes planned:  

• Peter and the Wolf Studies: Advanced Etudes for Flute Volume III 

• Warmups for Those Who Hate Warmups 

• Advancing Technique for the Intermediate Player 

• Step-by-Step Series: A Guide to Developing Flute Technique 

 

In the words of one reviewer, Paula 

Robison, “How can we as flutists infuse 

our playing with magic and delight? 

This treasure of a collection gives us the 

answer.” 

From Jim Walker - “I can highly 

recommend Sandy’s Nutcracker Studies 

to any flutist who is going to be playing 

this universally loved ballet, whether 

you are a ‘newbie’ or you’re a 

Nutcracker veteran. Bravo.” 
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 

58 Dragon Court 

Woburn, MA 01801-1014 

781-935-9522, brannen@brannenflutes.com  

 

 
 

Canter Flute Repair  

Flute Repair Specialists 

Beaverton, OR 

Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified 

JS Engineering Gold Pads 

 971-266-4096 

 

 
 

 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 

625 Digital Drive, Ste 300 

Plano, TX 75075 

972-985-2662, 877-FLUTE4U (toll free) 

info@flute4u.com  

Watch video 

 

 

 
 

Flute Center of New York 

 

307 7th Ave. #401 

New York, NY 10001 

212-307-9737, info@flutecenter.com  

Watch video 

https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ashTD0kCzNE
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/info@flutecenter.com 
https://app.salesforceiq.com/r?target=624486997d240f22fb8a10a6&t=AFwhZf1P7YZh6za28CHMjpx8zGGWAAu9i-jtk1xcy3DaZOhG5nI_ovX7KSnSpXa6djZHRLncAXfKNMaVFTI-0abN1uCAnzDt8g813zFJJTK8OQX1afH196rv_NK-vu9Py0xD4ZbbnhsT&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHC-7fjrVcso
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 

 
 

 

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LLC 

Facebook Page 

781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com 

By appointment only  

Watch video 

 

 

 
 

 

68 Nonset Path, Acton, MA 01720 

978-268-0600 

www.wmshaynes.com 

Watch video 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Ted Brown Music 

6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd 

Tacoma, WA 98409 

800-562-8938 

253-272-3211 

sales@tedbrownmusic.com 

 

 

 

https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fluteworksseattle/?ref=page_internal
mailto:fluteworks@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/BgWCvqB92CU
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/www.wmshaynes.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tL0hExqQ6-U
https://www.tedbrownmusic.com/
mailto:sales@tedbrownmusic.com
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GPFS 2021-2022 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Professional Woodwind Repair 

Straubinger Certified 

Flute & Double Reed Specialist 

 

119 Neabeack Hill Dr, Philomath, OR  97370 

Contact: Katie Cooper, 541-760-8865 

katie@windsmithmusic.com 

By appointment only. 

 

 

 
 

 Sherry Lee Dealer of Fine Flutes 

678 Sperber Lane 

Grand Junction, CO 81506 

970-242-9364 

sherrysflutes@gmail.com 

 

 
Flute World 

29920 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills, MI 48334 

248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com 

 

 

 
 

GPFS is also a proud and grateful recipient of 
an Oregon Arts Commission grant – 2022. 

   

 

https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/katie@windsmithmusic.com
https://lflutes.com/
mailto:sherrysflutes@gmail.com
http://www.fluteworld.com/
mailto:flutes@fluteworld.com

