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Musician Profile – Flutist Robert Wakeley 

www.robertwakeley.com 

 

Tell us a little bit about yourself and your 

life as a musician. 

 

I grew up in Seattle and have lived in 

Portland for a little over three years. I am a 

DMA candidate in Flute Performance at the University 

of Minnesota and have previously studied at the 

University of Oregon, Carleton College, and the 

Universidad Nacional de Cuyo in Mendoza, Argentina, 

where I studied with the Swedish flutist Lars Nilsson, a 

former student of Marcel Moyse. I play 2nd flute and 

piccolo with the Eugene Concert Choir and Orchestra 

and perform regularly as a substitute with the Helena 

and Rogue Valley Symphonies. I have also performed 

with Orchestra Next and the Eugene Ballet, including on their recently released recording of The 

Nutcracker.  

In addition to the traditional repertoire, I enjoy performing new and lesser-

known works for the flute. I have performed live on Minnesota Public Radio in a concert 

that featured world premieres by two young Minnesota composers. I have also performed as 

guest flutist and piccoloist with the Balkanicus Contemporary Ensemble in Minneapolis in a 

program of world and North American premieres of works by Balkan composers. In 2015, as a 

performance fellow at Hong Kong’s Modern Academy, I played in the Asian premiere of 

Edgard Varese’s Etude pour Espace for orchestra, chorus, and spacialized sound diffusion with 

the Neue Vocalsolisten Stuttgart. While in grad school in Eugene, I also collaborated on 

numerous world premieres with members of the Oregon Composers Forum and was invited to 

perform with my Pierrot ensemble at the 2016 Oregon Bach Festival Composers Symposium. 

http://www.robertwakeley.com/
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In 2018, I won the Thelma Hunter Schubert Club Award at the Schubert Club competition in 

Minneapolis, have placed at the Upper Midwest Flute Association and the Coeur d’Alene Symphony 

National Young Artist Competitions, and have been a finalist in the Francis Walton Competition in 

Seattle in both the solo and chamber music categories.  

In addition to teaching private students, I work with several high school band 

programs around the Portland area, giving regularly coaching sessions for their 

flute players. I also work as a Winds and Brass coach for the Metropolitan Youth Symphony 

and teach flute and music theory at the Key to Music school in Vancouver, WA. I am currently 

accepting private students at my home studio in the Portland Heights neighborhood of SW 

Portland.  

 

What projects are you involved with now that particularly excite you? 

 

I am especially looking forward to performing The Planets with the Rogue Valley 

Symphony in late April and to the Eugene Concert Choir’s May concert, which 

will feature a collaboration with the professional vocal ensemble EXIGENCE in an oratorio on the 

life of Martin Luther King Jr, and other works inspired by and about the struggle for racial equality 

in our country. 

 

What’s on your music stand these days? 

 

Lots of audition excerpts. I have also been revisiting the music of the Japanese composer Yuko 

Uebayashi, several of whose works I have had to pleasure of performing in solo or chamber music 

recitals. 

 

What music have you played recently, or recordings have you listened to that 

you’d like to share with GPFS members? 

 

In the fall, I got to play William Dawson’s Negro Folk Symphony with the Rogue Valley Symphony. 

It is a wonderful piece by one of the first successful African American composers that was largely 

forgotten for years and is just starting to be rediscovered. Each movement is based on a different 

spiritual and the musical language is reminiscent of Dvorak’s New World Symphony. There is a 

wonderful recording conducted by Leopold Stokowski, who conducted the piece’s premiere in 1934. 
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Who is your favorite flutist these days? 

 

It’s tough to choose since there are so many wonderful flutists out there, but I especially enjoy 

to the work of artists such as Claire Chase and Flutronix (Natalie Joachim and 

Allison Loggins-Hall) who are really pushing the boundaries of what the instrument can do. I 

have really enjoyed getting to hear some of Natalie Joachim’s recent collaborations with the Oregon 

Symphony. 

 

Why are you a member of GPFS? 

 

I think flute societies like GPFS are a great way to bring the local flute community together and to 

hold events and provide resources for students and flutists of all levels.  

 

What kind of flute(s) do you play? I play on a vintage Powell flute made in 1937. 

 

Favorite book you’ve read or movie you’ve seen lately? Or, what do you like to 

do when you are not making music? 

 

A book that I particularly enjoyed recently was The House on the Cerulean Sea, by TJ Klune. It is a 

charming story of love and acceptance that follows a by-the-book bureaucrat in the Department in 

Charge of Magical Youth who is sent to evaluate an orphanage where some of the department’s 

most challenging cases, including the 6-year-old antichrist, live. Outside of music, I enjoy cooking 

and taking advantage of the beautiful outdoors in the Pacific Northwest. I recently ran my 

second full marathon and apparently forgot how difficult it was because I have 

already signed up for two more this year.  
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What else would you like to share with GPFS members? 

 

I live in SW Portland with my partner, fellow flutist Alexis Evers, and our cat, Maya. Alexis and I 

are also two thirds of Xebec Trio, a two flutes and piano trio that we founded 

in 2019 with pianist Ednaldo Borba. It is currently on hiatus because Ednaldo had to return to his 

native Brazil during the pandemic, but we are hoping to be able to present additional concerts in the 

future, whether here in the US or in South America.  

robertwakeley.com 
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GPFS 2022-2023 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your appreciation by 

giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 
58 Dragon Court 

Woburn, MA 01801-1014 
781-935-9522, brannen@brannenflutes.com  

 

 
 

Canter Flute Repair  
Flute Repair Specialists 

Beaverton, OR 
Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified 

JS Engineering Gold Pads 
 971-266-4096 

 

 
 
 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 
625 Digital Drive, Ste 300 

Plano, TX 75075 
972-985-2662, 877-FLUTE4U (toll free) 

info@flute4u.com  
Watch video 

 

 

 
 

Flute Center of New York 
 

307 7th Ave. #401 
New York, NY 10001 

212-307-9737, info@flutecenter.com  
Watch video 

https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ashTD0kCzNE
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/info@flutecenter.com 
https://app.salesforceiq.com/r?target=624486997d240f22fb8a10a6&t=AFwhZf1P7YZh6za28CHMjpx8zGGWAAu9i-jtk1xcy3DaZOhG5nI_ovX7KSnSpXa6djZHRLncAXfKNMaVFTI-0abN1uCAnzDt8g813zFJJTK8OQX1afH196rv_NK-vu9Py0xD4ZbbnhsT&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHC-7fjrVcso
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GPFS 2022-2023 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your appreciation by 

giving them your patronage. 

 
 

 
 
 

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LLC 
Facebook Page 

781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com 
By appointment only  

Watch video 

 
 

 

Keefe Piccolo Company 
http://www.keefepiccolo.com/ 

54 Church Street 
Winchester, MA 01890 

781-369-1626 
jim@keefepiccolo.com 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Ted Brown Music 
6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd 

Tacoma, WA 98409 
800-562-8938 
253-272-3211 

sales@tedbrownmusic.com 

 

 

 

https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fluteworksseattle/?ref=page_internal
mailto:fluteworks@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/BgWCvqB92CU
http://www.keefepiccolo.com/
mailto:jim@keefepiccolo.com
https://www.tedbrownmusic.com/
mailto:sales@tedbrownmusic.com
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GPFS 2022-2023 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your appreciation by 

giving them your patronage. 

 

 

Burkart 
2 Shaker Road, #D107 

Shirley, MA  01464 
978-425-4500 

burkart.com/contact 
 
 
 

 

 

Miyazawa Flutes 
Miyazawa - USA 

1214 5th Street, Coralville, IA  52241 
1-800-967-6733 

info@miyazawa.com 

 

 
 

Professional Woodwind Repair 
Straubinger Certified 

Flute & Double Reed Specialist 
 

119 Neabeack Hill Dr, Philomath, OR  97370 
Contact: Katie Cooper, 541-760-8865 

katie@windsmithmusic.com 
By appointment only. 

 

 

 
 

 Sherry Lee Dealer of Fine Flutes 
678 Sperber Lane 

Grand Junction, CO 81506 
970-242-9364 

sherrysflutes@gmail.com 

 

 
Flute World 

29920 Orchard Lake Rd. 
Farmington Hills, MI 48334 

248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com 
 

 

 
GPFS is also a proud and grateful recipient of an 

Oregon Arts Commission grant – 2022. 

https://www.burkart.com/
https://www.burkart.com/contact/
https://miyazawa.com/
mailto:info@miyazawa.com
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/katie@windsmithmusic.com
https://lflutes.com/
mailto:sherrysflutes@gmail.com
http://www.fluteworld.com/
mailto:flutes@fluteworld.com
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GPFS 2022-2023 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your appreciation by 

giving them your patronage. 

 

 

Wm. S. Haynes Co. 
68 Nonset Path, Acton, MA 01720, USA 

Phone: 978-268-0600 

 

 
 

Sankyo Flutes 
1212 5th Street, Coralville, IA. 52241 

888-899-5747 
info@sankyoflutes.com 

 

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.wmshaynes.com/
https://fluteauthority.com/flute-sales/?__hstc=121711956.aadaa6ad5a9fe672120f2acec1f6e4b4.1676786455106.1676786455106.1676786455106.1&__hssc=121711956.5.1676786455106&__hsfp=1093714943
https://fluteauthority.com/flute-sales/?__hstc=121711956.aadaa6ad5a9fe672120f2acec1f6e4b4.1676786455106.1676786455106.1676786455106.1&__hssc=121711956.5.1676786455106&__hsfp=1093714943
https://fluteauthority.com/flute-sales/?__hstc=121711956.aadaa6ad5a9fe672120f2acec1f6e4b4.1676786455106.1676786455106.1676786455106.1&__hssc=121711956.5.1676786455106&__hsfp=1093714943
mailto:info@sankyoflutes.com

