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The Oregon Music World: Featuring 45th Parallel 

Includes comments from flutist Martha Long 

 

 
 

 

Why is GPFS featuring 45th Parallel, a Portland Chamber Music Collective since 2009,   

in our publication? Because above the flute we all share a love of music, the flute is just our 

instrument. Plus, some of our favorite flutists in the area are part of this group and make regular 

appearances such as our Oregon Symphony flutists. This feature along with the others in this 

publication are long overdue. Let’s keep helping each other connect to the vibrant Oregon and 

Pacific Northwest music scene. 

 

First, 45th Parallel emanates so many aspects of inspiration and creativity it is impossible to do 

justice featuring this “universe” here (their term, apt). Please take time to learn more about them. 

You’ll be grateful you did. Over and over again, you’ll find it interesting, refreshing and inspirational. 

Not only is this a universe of excellence, but one of curiosity, boundary exploring, inclusive, 

extraordinarily collaborative and healthy joy - a joi de vie with musical vibrations of one sort or 

another that go deep and wide. Enjoy their YouTube channel, this is a must.  

They also have a very informative, attractive, tidy 

Instagram site that will help you stay posted on “goings 

on.” ( @45thparallelpdx). Everything they have to 

share is shared or easily accessible through a no-cost or 

modestly priced membership level should you want 

access to more digital content and other perks. Go. 

Look. Listen. Listen again. Tell others. Join their 

mailing list. 

GPFS is simply proud to be a part of 

a community where the phenomenon 

that is 45th Parallel emerges, rises and 

rises and rises year after year after 

year. You’ll find their 21-22 Season 

(titled Gratitude) here: New Season. 

We are a collective of musicians who come together 

to celebrate great chamber music with intimate 

artistic experiences. Passion for great music is 

what defines us and Portland is our stage. 

https://www.45thparallelpdx.org/about/history
https://youtube.com/c/45thParallelUniverse
https://www.45thparallelpdx.org/concerts/2021-2022-season
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Perhaps I’m too easily satisfied, but I can simply stare at their very vibrant home webpage for several 

minutes and feel intrigue and desire. Here is a recent selection from their YouTube channel 

featuring Arcturus, the woodwind quintet, featuring chamber music for winds and piano.   

On a more purely flutist note – here is a video of Martha Long playing a piece by Reza Vali, Folk 

Song Set No. 9 (about 20 minutes). 

 

There are currently six ensembles within 45th Parallel:  

 

❖ the 45th Parallel Chamber Orchestra which includes Oregon Symphony principal and GPFS 

member Martha Long https://www.45thparallelpdx.org/stars/chamber-orchestra 

❖ The Pyxis Quartet, 2 violins, viola and cello - https://www.45thparallelpdx.org/stars/pyxis 

❖ Arcturus Quintet, a woodwind quintet which includes flutist Martha Long - 

https://www.45thparallelpdx.org/stars/arcturus 

❖ The Gemini Project - 3 percussionists, with the goal of the project to expand to include 

performing artists from around the world - https://www.45thparallelpdx.org/stars/gemini 

❖ mosai REMIX, string quartet - https://www.45thparallelpdx.org/stars/gemini 

❖ F.O.G. - a favorite of this author! https://www.45thparallelpdx.org/stars/fog F.O.G. is our 

musical laboratory. It’s the place where Ives gets paired with Gesualdo, where poetry gets paired with 

Beethoven, where jazz, Irish fiddling, baroque music and anything else that sprouts from the fertile mind of 

founder Greg Ewer is born. F.O.G. is the place where Greg and friends will continue 45th Parallel’s eclectic 

tradition with concerts that amuse, challenge, provoke, and inspire. 

 

 

Last, but certainly not least, teaching is gloriously central to their mission. This is something 

else that GPFS has in common with them – the mission of teaching and the commitment to make 

certain those students who can’t afford lessons have some opportunity to do so. 

 

 

  
Teaching the next generation of musicians is also critical to the group’s mission. 

An experiment to give music lessons to students who couldn’t afford them has 

blossomed into an urban success story, fostering confidence, community and an 

appreciation of beauty from both teachers and students. In the end, it boils 

down to this: 45th Parallel offers something both simple and complex: Music is 

nothing less than a marvel of human expression. 

 

https://youtu.be/quaeFWMZCek
https://youtu.be/h6ZFDtdNK_I
https://www.45thparallelpdx.org/stars/chamber-orchestra
https://www.45thparallelpdx.org/stars/pyxis
https://www.45thparallelpdx.org/stars/arcturus
https://www.45thparallelpdx.org/stars/gemini
https://www.45thparallelpdx.org/stars/gemini
https://www.45thparallelpdx.org/stars/fog
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Q&A with Martha Long 

 

How would you describe what 45th Parallel is to a child? 

45th Parallel is a group of musicians who are devoted to playing chamber music together.  There are five 

individual ensembles (two string quartets, a wind quintet, a percussion group, and a flexible group for 

special projects) that present their own concerts throughout the season and come together twice a year to 

perform as a chamber orchestra.  There are also opportunities to perform with musicians from different 

ensembles--for example, I recently played Amy Beach's Theme and Variations for flute and string quartet 

and I often perform with one of the cellists as a duo.  The range of repertoire spans from the Baroque 

period, played on period instruments, to brand new works written specifically for 45th Parallel members 

and everything in between.   

 

 

 

 

 

Why do you want to be a part of 45th? 

I love playing in the orchestra and it will always be my musical home.  Chamber music brings a different 

set of challenges and opportunities, from choosing your own repertoire to using your rehearsal time wisely 

to choosing what to wear onstage.  I always tell my students that just as there is no substitute for private 

lessons, there is also no substitute for ensemble playing.  As a professional, there is no substitute for being 

one voice in the orchestral tapestry but also no substitute for the simple pleasure of performing chamber 

music with friends.  The two groups serve different needs and purposes within my musical life.   

  

What do you most want GPFS members to know about 45th? 

There's something for every type of audience member at 45th Parallel.  I can think of recent concerts that 

included Bach suites on solo baroque violin, a string quartet collaborating with an electric guitarist, 

concerts that bring together spoken word and new pieces of music, and beautiful performances of 

standard Classical and Romantic repertoire.  If you're new to 45th Parallel, I encourage you to check out 

our YouTube page (45th Parallel Universe) and watch some of the Friday night concerts that we produced 

during the pandemic.  There are 54 programs to choose from (including several performances by my wind 

quintet and my own flute recital!) and I'm sure that you'll find something to love. We also love hearing 

from our audience members, so don't be shy!  If there's something that you loved or something that you 

want to hear, please reach out.  Live music is a conversation between the performer and the audience, so 

we welcome your thoughts and questions. 
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Sponsors & Commercial Members 

 

 

GPFS acknowledges with gratitude the many years of support from our 

Sponsors and Commercial Members. It is because of their excellence that 

the GPFS mission can excel and celebrate our 44th year of extraordinary 

programming for the greater Portland area, including hosting visiting artists 

and local events, student study grants and a range of other resources for 

members and the community of flutists at large. 

 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 
58 Dragon Court 

Woburn, MA 01801-1014 
781-935-9522, brannen@brannenflutes.com  

 

 
 

Canter Flute Repair  
Flute Repair Specialists 

Beaverton, OR 
Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified 

JS Engineering Gold Pads 

 971-266-4096 

https://gpfs.org/Commercial-Membership
https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

\ 
 

 
 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 
625 Digital Drive, Ste 300 

Plano, TX 75075 
972-985-2662, 877-FLUTE4U (toll free) 

info@flute4u.com  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Flute Center of New York 
Phil Unger 

1841 Broadway, Suite 1106 
New York, NY 10023 

212-307-9737, flutephil@aol.com  

 

 
 
 

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LLC 
Facebook Page 

781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com 
By appointment only  

 

 

 
 
 

68 Nonset Path, Acton, MA 01720 
978-268-0600 

www.wmshaynes.com 
 

 

 

 

  

http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
mailto:flutephil@aol.com
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fluteworksseattle/?ref=page_internal
mailto:fluteworks@gmail.com
www.wmshaynes.com
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GPFS 2021-2022 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Altus Flutes 
12020 Eastgate Blvd. 
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122 

615-773-9918, Chiarra.conn@khsmusic.com  

 

 
 

Burkart Flutes & Piccolos 
2 Shaker Road, #D107 

Shirley, MA 01464 
978-425-4500, info@burkart.com  

 

 

 
 

The Flute Pad, in Lake Oswego 
Marc Grafe 

Flute Repairs and Adjustments 
Certified Straubinger Technician 

503-351-5176, marc@grafeworks.com  

 

 
 

Flute World 
29920 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills, MI 48334 
248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com 

  
 

 
Verne Q. Powell Flutes 

Christina Guiliano-Cobas, Marketing Director 
1 Clock Tower Place, Suite 300 

Maynard, MA 01754 
978-461-6111 (main), 978-344-5159 (direct) 

CG@PowellFlutes.com 

 

 
 

Miyazawa Flutes, Ltd. 
West Music 

1214 5th Street, Coralville, IA 52241 
319-351-2000, 800-397-9378 

info@miyazawa.com 

http://www.altusflutes.com/
mailto:Chiarra.conn@khsmusic.com
http://www.burkart.com/
mailto:info@burkart.com
https://gpfs.org/images/Marc_Grafe.pdf
mailto:marc@grafeworks.com
http://www.fluteworld.com/
mailto:flutes@fluteworld.com
https://www.powellflutes.com/en/
CG@PowellFlutes.com
https://miyazawa.com/
info@miyazawa.com
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GPFS 2021-2022 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 

 
Sankyo Flutes 
West Music 

1212 Fifth Street 
Coralville, IA 52241 

319-351-2000, 800-397-9378 
 

 

 
 

Sherry Lee Dealer of Fine Flutes 
678 Sperber Lane 

Grand Junction, CO 81506 
970-242-9364, sherrysflutes@gmail.com  

 

 
 

Ted Brown Music 
6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd 

Tacoma, WA 98409 
800-562-8938, 253-272-3211 
sales@tedbrownmusic.com  

 

 

 
Professional Woodwind Repair 

Straubinger Certified 
Flute & Double Reed Specialist 

 
119 Neabeack Hill Dr, Philomath, OR  97370 

Contact: Katie Cooper, 541-760-8865 
katie@windsmithmusic.com 

By appointment only. 

 

   

 

http://sankyoflutes.com/
https://lflutes.com/
mailto:sherrysflutes@gmail.com
https://www.tedbrownmusic.com/
mailto:sales@tedbrownmusic.com
katie@windsmithmusic.com

