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We Read – A Subversive History of  Music 

by Ted Gioia, 2019, Basic Books, 462 pages 

 
 

 
 

Even if you think you have had enough of music history or just don’t prefer to give it much thought, 

A Subversive History of Music may still be for you. I highly recommend it for your 2022 reading list. 

It is the kind of book you can keep on your “reading table” and pick-up now and then. Ted Gioia is 

also the author of the well-known History of Jazz, the third edition, released in 2021. 

 

Stating the obvious from the title itself, this book provides an 

alternative and intriguing view of music history, one with 

particularly rich perspective on the impact of music on social 

change. The overall premise of the author is that – “music history 

is too ‘cleansed’ when the real history of music is not respectable. 

Far from it. Neither is it boring.” He readily attests that traditional 

music history is often boring. 

 

“A sweeping and enthralling 

account of music as an agency of 

human change.” Booklist (starred 

review and selected as one of the 10 

best art books of 2019). 

“Above all, I hope to show 

how music can topple 

established hierarchies and 

rules, subverting tired old 

conventions and asserting 

bold new ones.” Ted Gioia 

From the book - “In the heart of the atom we find 

vibrations of extraordinary speed – up to one hundred 

trillion times per second – creating a tone some twenty 

octaves above the range of our hearing.” 

http://tedgioia.com/TedGioiaBio.html
http://tedgioia.com/index.html
http://tedgioia.com/thehistoryofjazz.html
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Fear not, while the book length of 462 pages or the 

span and depth of the work or the heavy-weight 

intellectual that Ted Gioia is, may make you feel like 

taking on the book would be daunting, the content is 

in fact very accessible, with the writing style nuanced 

but not tedious. For me, the read is slow but sure, 

energizing, curiosity peaking, and ah-hah inducing. 

 

As Gioia suggests, and I agree, you can read the book 

chapter to chapter or pick a chapter of interest and start there. However, there is a cumulative, 

weaving effect that one might lose touch of if skipping around. The chapters are all a reasonable 

length, with rich, tightly presented content. There is no endless intellectual waxing and waning, just 

well researched and presented content. There are fascinating “little” cliff hangers with each chapter. 

For example, chapter four ends with – “Tracing this thread back to its origin brings us to the very 

first composer in the history of music – or at least the first whose name has survived. And what a 

fascinating composer she is, although she appears in few music history books, and has virtually no 

name recognition even among music scholars.” Following this, the title of chapter five is “Bulls and 

Sex Toys.” Take heart, the epilogue is titled – “This Is Not a Manifesto.”       

  

“Put another way, music is not just a 

soundtrack in the background of life, 

but has repeatedly entered the 

foreground, even altering social and 

cultural currents that would seem 

resistant to something as elusive and 

intangible as a song. It almost seems 

like magic, and maybe it is.” Ted Gioia 



The Portland Piper, December 2021 
Page 3 of 5 

 

Sponsors & Commercial Members 

 

GPFS acknowledges with gratitude the many years of support from our Sponsors and Commercial 

Members. It is because of their excellence that the GPFS mission can excel and celebrate our 44th 

year of extraordinary programming for the greater Portland area.  

GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
 

 
 

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 
58 Dragon Court 

Woburn, MA 01801-1014 
781-935-9522, brannen@brannenflutes.com  

 

 

 
 

Canter Flute Repair  
Flute Repair Specialists 

Beaverton, OR 
Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified 

JS Engineering Gold Pads 

 971-266-4096 

 

 
 

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LLC 
Facebook Page 

781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com 
By appointment only  

 

 

 
 

www.wmshaynes.com 

 

  

https://gpfs.org/Commercial-Membership
https://gpfs.org/Commercial-Membership
https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fluteworksseattle/?ref=page_internal
mailto:fluteworks@gmail.com
www.wmshaynes.com


The Portland Piper, December 2021 
Page 4 of 5 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Commercial Members 
 

 
 

Altus Flutes 
12020 Eastgate Blvd. 
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122 

615-773-9918, Chiarra.conn@khsmusic.com  

 

 
 

Burkart Flutes & Piccolos 
2 Shaker Road, #D107 

Shirley, MA 01464 
978-425-4500, info@burkart.com  

 

 

 
 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 
625 Digital Drive, Ste 300 

Plano, TX 75075 
972-985-2662, 877-FLUTE4U (toll free) 

info@flute4u.com  

 

 

 
 

Flute Center of New York 
Phil Unger 

1841 Broadway, Suite 1106 
New York, NY 10023 

212-307-9737, flutephil@aol.com  

 

 

 
 

The Flute Pad, in Lake Oswego 
Marc Grafe 

Flute Repairs and Adjustments 
Certified Straubinger Technician 

503-351-5176, marc@grafeworks.com  

 

 

 
 

Flute World 
29920 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills, MI 48334 
248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com 

  

  

http://www.altusflutes.com/
mailto:Chiarra.conn@khsmusic.com
http://www.burkart.com/
mailto:info@burkart.com
http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
mailto:flutephil@aol.com
https://gpfs.org/images/Marc_Grafe.pdf
mailto:marc@grafeworks.com
http://www.fluteworld.com/
mailto:flutes@fluteworld.com
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Miyazawa Flutes, Ltd. 
West Music 

1214 5th Street 
Coralville, IA 52241 

319-351-2000, 800-397-9378 
info@miyazawa.com  

 

 

 
 

Verne Q. Powell Flutes, Inc. 
Christina Guiliano-Cobas, Marketing Director 

1 Clock Tower Place, Suite 300 
Maynard, MA 01754 

978-461-6111 (main), 978-344-5159 (direct) 
CG@PowellFlutes.com  

 

 

 
Sankyo Flutes 
West Music 

1212 Fifth Street 
Coralville, IA 52241 

319-351-2000, 800-397-9378 
 

 

 
 

Sherry Lee Dealer of Fine Flutes 
678 Sperber Lane 

Grand Junction, CO 81506 
970-242-9364, sherrysflutes@gmail.com  

 

 
 

Ted Brown Music 
6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd 

Tacoma, WA 98409 
800-562-8938, 253-272-3211 
sales@tedbrownmusic.com  

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.miyazawa.com/
mailto:info@miyazawa.com
http://www.powellflutes.com/
mailto:CG@PowellFlutes.com
http://sankyoflutes.com/
https://lflutes.com/
mailto:sherrysflutes@gmail.com
https://www.tedbrownmusic.com/
mailto:sales@tedbrownmusic.com

