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Music Inspired by Women’s Poetry – Some Selections from 
Dr. Sydney Carlson 

 

In March of 2022, Dr. Sydney Carlson was the guest 

artist for First Tuesdays Online with GPFS. The topic 

for the evening was music for flute and piano inspired by 

women’s poetry – either written by a woman, about or 

inspired by. This session was based on a concert 

presented by Sydney for Portland State University’s 

Noon concert series featuring School of Music & 

Theater faculty Chuck Dillard, Sydney Carlson and 

Kelley Nassief. The Noon Concert Series is a weekly 

opportunity to experience the sounds of the PSU School 

of Music & Theater. 

Below, please find a link to the concert YouTube video 

so you can listen to this phenomenal concert. You will 

also find the publishers for these pieces, the program 

notes and the video begin and end times for each piece.  

In the spirit of the The Portland Piper’s We Read column, we also added a link to a place you can 

read each poem online. 

Click here for YouTube Video. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=fteFU9v1rcM
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Program, Video Numbers, Publishers and Poetry 

Music for flute and piano inspired by women's poetry. Music by Jake Heggie, Joseph Schwantner, 

David Del Trdeici, and Valerie Coleman. Performed by Sydney Carlson and Chuck Dillard. Poetry 

by Mary Oliver, Agueda Pizzaro, Lewis Caroll, and Maya Angelou. Although Lewis Carroll is not a 

woman, his poem is about Alice, from Alice in Wonderland. 

 

#1 Begins 2:38 - ends 19:57 

Fury of Light    

Jake Heggie (b. 1961-) 

            Part One: Fast 

Part Two: Elegy 

Part Three: Meditation 

Part Four: Very Fast 

Inspired by "Sunrise" by Mary Oliver (1935 - 

poem can be read online here. 

On recording, read by Amy Lichtenstein 

Bent Pen Music is the publisher but available several place - click here for option.   

 

#2 Begins 20:02 ends 26:26 

Black Anemones                                                                                       Joseph Schwantner (b. 1943-) 

Inspired by "Black Anemones" by Agueda Pizzaro (b. 1941-) 

poem can be read online here. 

Read by Emily Sprunger 

https://www.josephschwantner.com/works/black-anemones/ 

  

http://famouspoetsandpoems.com/poets/mary_oliver/poems/15852
https://billholabmusic.com/store/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=103_108&products_id=798
https://www.oxfordlieder.co.uk/song/5808
https://www.josephschwantner.com/works/black-anemones/
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#3 Begins 41:23  ends 48:06 

Acrostic Song by                                                                                       David Del Tredici (b. 1937-)  

Inspired by "A Boat Beneath a Sunny Sky" by Lewis Carroll (1832-1898) 

can be read online here 

On recording, read by Emily Sprunger 

https://www.daviddeltredici.com/works/acrostic-song-flute-and-piano-test/ 

 

#4 Begins 48:20 

Fanmi Imen                                                                                                 Valerie Coleman (b. 1970-) 

Inspired by "Human Family" by Maya Angelou (1928-2014)  

can be read online here 

Read by Sam Boulgarides 

Published by Valerie and available through her online store, but also available other places. 

https://www.vcolemanmusic.com/store/c1/Featured_Products.html 

 

About Flutist Sydney Carlson 

Flutist, Sydney Carlson is Professor of Music and Coordinator of Graduate Studies for the School of 

Music and Theater at Portland State University. She has worked with students from the United 

States, Brazil, Korea, and China. Former students have gone on to careers as performers, educators, 

and in arts management. 

Dr. Carlson holds degrees from the Eastman School of Music, East Carolina University, and the 

University of Houston. Sydney is a member of the Portland Opera Orchestra and frequently 

performs with the Portland Ballet Orchestra and Oregon Symphony and is a former member of the 

Houston Grand Opera Orchestra. Sydney has performed and taught in Europe, Canada, South 

America, Mexico, and China. 

  

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43907/a-boat-beneath-a-sunny-sky
https://www.daviddeltredici.com/works/acrostic-song-flute-and-piano-test/
https://allpoetry.com/Human-Family
https://www.vcolemanmusic.com/store/c1/Featured_Products.html
https://sydneycarlsonflute.com/
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About Collaborating Pianist Chuck Dillard 

The collaborating pianist for this program Chuck Dillard. Chuck is a multi-faceted and sought after 

performer, educator, conductor, lecturer, producer, and arranger - a musician at his best while 

working with others. Brought to PSU in 2016 to create a masters program in Collaborative Piano, 

his graduates have gone on to doctoral study and professional work in the field. An advocate for 

diversifying the musical canon, Dr. Dillard’s recent creative works include the album and anthology 

“Joys Abiding” (Navona 2022) featuring duets by female composers, performances and recordings 

of Fanny Hensel lieder (Acis anticipated 2023), and “Girl Talk” - a recital for flute and piano 

featuring poetry written by or about women. Currently, he is Associate Professor of Collaborative 

Piano at Portland State. He holds degrees in collaborative piano from The University of Colorado 

(DMA 2009) and The University of Maryland (MM 2001). 

  

https://www.pdx.edu/profile/chuck-dillard
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GPFS 2022-2023 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 
58 Dragon Court 

Woburn, MA 01801-1014 
781-935-9522, brannen@brannenflutes.com  

 

 
 

Canter Flute Repair  
Flute Repair Specialists 

Beaverton, OR 
Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified 

JS Engineering Gold Pads 

 971-266-4096 

 

 
 
 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 
625 Digital Drive, Ste 300 

Plano, TX 75075 
972-985-2662, 877-FLUTE4U (toll free) 

info@flute4u.com  

Watch video 
 

 

 
 

Flute Center of New York 
 

307 7th Ave. #401 
New York, NY 10001 

212-307-9737, info@flutecenter.com  

Watch video 

https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ashTD0kCzNE
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/info@flutecenter.com 
https://app.salesforceiq.com/r?target=624486997d240f22fb8a10a6&t=AFwhZf1P7YZh6za28CHMjpx8zGGWAAu9i-jtk1xcy3DaZOhG5nI_ovX7KSnSpXa6djZHRLncAXfKNMaVFTI-0abN1uCAnzDt8g813zFJJTK8OQX1afH196rv_NK-vu9Py0xD4ZbbnhsT&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHC-7fjrVcso
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GPFS 2022-2023 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 
 

 
 
 

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LLC 
Facebook Page 

781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com 
By appointment only  

Watch video 

 
 

 

Keefe Piccolo Company 
http://www.keefepiccolo.com/ 

54 Church Street 
Winchester, MA 01890 

781-369-1626 
jim@keefepiccolo.com 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Ted Brown Music 
6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd 

Tacoma, WA 98409 
800-562-8938 
253-272-3211 

sales@tedbrownmusic.com 

 

 

 

https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fluteworksseattle/?ref=page_internal
mailto:fluteworks@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/BgWCvqB92CU
http://www.keefepiccolo.com/
mailto:jim@keefepiccolo.com
https://www.tedbrownmusic.com/
mailto:sales@tedbrownmusic.com
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GPFS 2022-2023 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 

Burkart 
2 Shaker Road, #D107 

Shirley, MA  01464 
978-425-4500 

burkart.com/contact 

 
 
 

 

 

Miyazawa Flutes 
Miyazawa - USA 

1214 5th Street, Coralville, IA  52241 
1-800-967-6733 

info@miyazawa.com 

 

 
 

Professional Woodwind Repair 
Straubinger Certified 

Flute & Double Reed Specialist 

 
119 Neabeack Hill Dr, Philomath, OR  97370 

Contact: Katie Cooper, 541-760-8865 
katie@windsmithmusic.com 

By appointment only. 
 

 
 

Pro Flutes 
678 Sperber Lane 

Grand Junction, CO 81506, 970-242-9364 
(formerly Sherry Lee Flutes) 

info@proflutes.com 

 

 
Flute World 

29920 Orchard Lake Rd. 
Farmington Hills, MI 48334 

248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com 

 

 

 
GPFS is also a proud and grateful recipient of 

an Oregon Arts Commission grant – 2022. 

https://www.burkart.com/
https://www.burkart.com/contact/
https://miyazawa.com/
mailto:info@miyazawa.com
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/katie@windsmithmusic.com
mailto:https://www.proflutes.com/
mailto:info@proflutes.com
http://www.fluteworld.com/
mailto:flutes@fluteworld.com
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GPFS 2022-2023 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 

Wm. S. Haynes Co. 
68 Nonset Path, Acton, MA 01720, USA 

978-268-0600 

 

 
 

Sankyo Flutes 
1212 5th Street, Coralville, IA. 52241 

888-899-5747 
info@sankyoflutes.com 

 
  

 

 

 

 

https://www.wmshaynes.com/
https://fluteauthority.com/flute-sales/?__hstc=121711956.aadaa6ad5a9fe672120f2acec1f6e4b4.1676786455106.1676786455106.1676786455106.1&__hssc=121711956.5.1676786455106&__hsfp=1093714943
https://fluteauthority.com/flute-sales/?__hstc=121711956.aadaa6ad5a9fe672120f2acec1f6e4b4.1676786455106.1676786455106.1676786455106.1&__hssc=121711956.5.1676786455106&__hsfp=1093714943
https://fluteauthority.com/flute-sales/?__hstc=121711956.aadaa6ad5a9fe672120f2acec1f6e4b4.1676786455106.1676786455106.1676786455106.1&__hssc=121711956.5.1676786455106&__hsfp=1093714943
mailto:info@sankyoflutes.com

