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We Read  - The Piano Shop on the Left Bank  

Written by Thad Carhart (2001, Random House, 268 pages) 

Reviewed by GPFS Member Sue Bonfeld 

 

An adult returning to music after many years and a peek behind the 

door (quite literally) of a true Paris workshop – this appealing 

combination forms the basis of Thad Carhart’s The Piano Shop on the 

Left Bank.   Mr. Carhart takes the reader along on his journey back 

to music and his transformation from an American expat (albeit 

one who has lived in France for a long time and is fluent in the 

language) to a true member of his Paris neighborhood.   

 

The welling up of a desire to play music seriously again is certainly 

a feeling to which many adult students can relate.  I found the 

author’s description of his journey entertaining and exciting: the 

search for the perfect instrument (with the help of the owner of 

the piano shop in the title, of course) and the burn of knowing when you have found it; what 

attributes truly matter in deciding upon a teacher as an adult returning student; how to practice and 

perhaps more importantly, how to make time for practice in the midst of work and family life; 

becoming part of a music community.  The author’s well-written and insightful discussions of how 

pianos work and are cared for; their history and most especially, the craftspeople who devote their 

lives to keeping their magic alive make this book part musical history and part travelogue.   And for 

those who simply want to live vicariously, his slow acceptance into his “quartier’s” inner life is a 

delightful window into Paris. 

 

https://thadcarhart.com/
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After finishing this book, I found myself fighting the urge to run out and buy a piano and confess to 

looking around online to see what was available!  Don’t worry – I’m back to being content with my 

electric keyboard and, of course, my flute, and happily opted for a wonderful used book about the 

history of Steinways!  And I will never again avoid playing a repeat in a piece of music (inside joke - 

you’ll need to read the book)! 

 

  



The Portland Piper – August, 2022 
Page 3 of 5 

 

Sponsors & Commercial Members 

 

 

GPFS acknowledges with gratitude the many years of support from our 

Sponsors and Commercial Members. It is because of their excellence that 

the GPFS mission can excel and celebrate our 44th year of extraordinary 

programming for the greater Portland area, including hosting visiting artists 

and local events, student study grants and a range of other resources for 

members and the community of flutists at large. 

 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your appreciation by 

giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 
58 Dragon Court 

Woburn, MA 01801-1014 
781-935-9522, brannen@brannenflutes.com  

 

 
 

Canter Flute Repair  
Flute Repair Specialists 

Beaverton, OR 
Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified 

JS Engineering Gold Pads 
 971-266-4096 

https://gpfs.org/Commercial-Membership
https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your appreciation by 

giving them your patronage. 

\ 
 

 
 
 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 
625 Digital Drive, Ste 300 

Plano, TX 75075 
972-985-2662, 877-FLUTE4U (toll free) 

info@flute4u.com  
Watch video 

 

 
 

 
 

Flute Center of New York 
 

307 7th Ave. #401 
New York, NY 10001 

212-307-9737, info@flutecenter.com  
Watch video 

 
 

 
 
 

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LLC 
Facebook Page 

781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com 
By appointment only  

Watch video 

 
 

 
 
 

68 Nonset Path, Acton, MA 01720 
978-268-0600 

www.wmshaynes.com 
Watch video 

 

http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ashTD0kCzNE
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/info@flutecenter.com 
https://app.salesforceiq.com/r?target=624486997d240f22fb8a10a6&t=AFwhZf1P7YZh6za28CHMjpx8zGGWAAu9i-jtk1xcy3DaZOhG5nI_ovX7KSnSpXa6djZHRLncAXfKNMaVFTI-0abN1uCAnzDt8g813zFJJTK8OQX1afH196rv_NK-vu9Py0xD4ZbbnhsT&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHC-7fjrVcso
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fluteworksseattle/?ref=page_internal
mailto:fluteworks@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/BgWCvqB92CU
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/www.wmshaynes.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tL0hExqQ6-U
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your appreciation by 

giving them your patronage. 

 
 

 
 
 

Ted Brown Music 
6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd 

Tacoma, WA 98409 
800-562-8938 
253-272-3211 

sales@tedbrownmusic.com 

 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your appreciation by 

giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Professional Woodwind Repair 
Straubinger Certified 

Flute & Double Reed Specialist 
 

119 Neabeack Hill Dr, Philomath, OR  97370 
Contact: Katie Cooper, 541-760-8865 

katie@windsmithmusic.com 
By appointment only. 

 

 

 
 

Flute World 
29920 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills, MI 48334 
248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com 

  

   

https://www.tedbrownmusic.com/
mailto:sales@tedbrownmusic.com
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/katie@windsmithmusic.com
http://www.fluteworld.com/
mailto:flutes@fluteworld.com

