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We Read  - Ways of Hearing: Reflections on Music in 26 

Pieces 

Edited by Scott Burnham, Marna Seltzer, Dorothea Von Moltke, 2021, 195 

pages 

Reviewed by GPFS Member BJ Nicoletti 

 

Rating: 5 flutes out of 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ways of Hearing is a very unique, embraceable collection of personal reflections on music from a 

range of “creatives.” We hear from the poet, supreme court justice, photographer, writer, journalist, 

musician, music critic, composer, physicist, and general scholar. They were asked, simply, to think 

about the topic of music and share what comes to mind. What results is a tableau of music that 

spans a great variety of genres, cultures, and time periods. The reader, pleasantly, just doesn’t know 

what to expect in the next chapter. It is a perfect book to pick up and set down - dancing in and out 

of different balances of creative, intellectual, affectionate and at times spiritual wonderment. Read 

on to hear some of this reader’s favorites! 

  

“We challenged these remarkable souls to write 

about a specific piece of concert music, a quality 

or genre of music, or a way of being with music 

that has meant much to them. We offered them 

the option of doing so through an interview, an 

essay, a poem, or even some sort of nonverbal 

creative expression.” (editors) 

https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691204475/ways-of-hearing
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This reader’s favorites include: 

 

➢ World famous mezzo-soprano Jamie Barton reflecting on hearing Chopin’s Ballad No. 2 for 

the first time. This artist grew up in the foothills of the Appalachian mountains listening to 

the radio in the dark and found her way to a world stage, inspired by much, but heavily by 

her early connection to this single piece - quote below. She also describes a cosmic 

connection to the “soundscape” of Nirvana. 

My eyes shot open with the sound of the screaming piano flooding those earphones. The change in mood jolted 

me out of any hope of sleep I might have had. My heart pounded as I absorbed the jarring shift in musical 

storytelling. The right hand of the piano sounded like a wild animal desperately trying to escape entrapment, 

and I listened as the left hand seemed to work to soothe…. I listened to the rest of the piece with every fiber of 

my being, as if it were the last sound I would ever hear.  

(Jamie Barton, from “On Chopin’s Ballade No. 2, Op. 38) 

 

➢ Justice Ginsberg’s reflections on “music as a family affair” from one generation to the next 

and her passionate attraction to opera.  

The Don I heard most often was Cesare Siepi…you could understand why any woman would be 

overwhelmed by him. He was a wonderful singer and a very handsome man. Every time I go to the Don and 

someone else is singing, I remember Cesare Siepe...he was the ultimate Don…. The sexiest duet in all of 

opera is between Zerlina and the Don. It is “La ci darem la mano.”  

(Ruth Bader Ginsburg, from Music as a Family Affair) 

 

➢ Carrie Mae Weem’s, the first African American woman visual artist to have a retrospective at 

the Guggenheim Museum, photography essay on Sam Cooke’s music “A Change is Gonna 

Come.” The images do invite the reader to not only see but hear the plea and hope for 

change. Suggestion - listen to the recording of Sam Cooke singing it while looking at the 

images. https://youtu.be/Z5zDRtEC0x0 

It’s been too hard living, but I’m afraid to die  
Cause I don’t know what’s up there, beyond the sky 
It’s been a long, long time coming 
But I know a change is going to come, oh yes it will. 

(Sam Cooke, 1963) 
 
 

  

https://youtu.be/Z5zDRtEC0x0
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Sponsors & Commercial Members 

 

 

GPFS acknowledges with gratitude the many years of support from our 

Sponsors and Commercial Members. It is because of their excellence that 

the GPFS mission can excel and celebrate our 44th year of extraordinary 

programming for the greater Portland area, including hosting visiting artists 

and local events, student study grants and a range of other resources for 

members and the community of flutists at large. 

 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Brannen Brothers Flutemakers, Inc. 
58 Dragon Court 

Woburn, MA 01801-1014 
781-935-9522, brannen@brannenflutes.com  

 

 
 

Canter Flute Repair  
Flute Repair Specialists 

Beaverton, OR 
Straubinger & Muramatsu Certified 

JS Engineering Gold Pads 

 971-266-4096 

https://gpfs.org/Commercial-Membership
https://www.brannenflutes.com/
mailto:brannen@brannenflutes.com
https://www.canterfluterepair.com/
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

\ 
 

 
 
 

Carolyn Nussbaum Music Company 
625 Digital Drive, Ste 300 

Plano, TX 75075 
972-985-2662, 877-FLUTE4U (toll free) 

info@flute4u.com  

Watch video 
 

 
 

 
 

Flute Center of New York 
 

307 7th Ave. #401 
New York, NY 10001 

212-307-9737, info@flutecenter.com  

Watch video 

 
 

 
 
 

FLUTEWORKS Seattle LLC 
Facebook Page 

781-526-3677, fluteworks@gmail.com 
By appointment only  

Watch video 

 
 

 
 
 

68 Nonset Path, Acton, MA 01720 
978-268-0600 

www.wmshaynes.com 
 

 

http://www.flute4u.com/
mailto:info@flute4u.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ashTD0kCzNE
http://www.flutes4sale.com/
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/info@flutecenter.com 
https://app.salesforceiq.com/r?target=624486997d240f22fb8a10a6&t=AFwhZf1P7YZh6za28CHMjpx8zGGWAAu9i-jtk1xcy3DaZOhG5nI_ovX7KSnSpXa6djZHRLncAXfKNMaVFTI-0abN1uCAnzDt8g813zFJJTK8OQX1afH196rv_NK-vu9Py0xD4ZbbnhsT&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DHC-7fjrVcso
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.fwseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fluteworksseattle/?ref=page_internal
mailto:fluteworks@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/BgWCvqB92CU
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/www.wmshaynes.com
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GPFS 2021-2022 Program Sponsors 
The Greater Portland Flute Society thanks our Sponsors for their extraordinary support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 
 

 
 
 

Ted Brown Music 
6228 Tacoma Mall Blvd 

Tacoma, WA 98409 
800-562-8938 
253-272-3211 

sales@tedbrownmusic.com 

 

 

 

GPFS 2021-2022 Commercial Members 
The Greater Portland Flute Society also thanks our Commercial Members for their support! Please show your 

appreciation by giving them your patronage. 

 

 
 

Professional Woodwind Repair 
Straubinger Certified 

Flute & Double Reed Specialist 

 
119 Neabeack Hill Dr, Philomath, OR  97370 

Contact: Katie Cooper, 541-760-8865 
katie@windsmithmusic.com 

By appointment only. 
 

 

 
 

Flute World 
29920 Orchard Lake Rd. 

Farmington Hills, MI 48334 
248-855-0410, flutes@fluteworld.com 

  

 

https://www.tedbrownmusic.com/
mailto:sales@tedbrownmusic.com
https://d.docs.live.net/b7076dfbb4084dbc/Documents/katie@windsmithmusic.com
http://www.fluteworld.com/
mailto:flutes@fluteworld.com

